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THE OPERATIONS OF COMEANY "A" 2650TH INFANTRY
(s8TH INFANTRY DIVISION) A% HONTERULLICI,
NORTHWEST OF ANCONEILA, ITALY, 17 APRIL 1945
(PO VALIEY CAMPAIEN)

(Personal Experience of a Platoon Leader)

INTRODUCTION

When the spring sun melted the last snows from the North
Appennines at‘the end of March 1945, the German armies occu-
pied, with but minor exceptions, the same line that they had
so stubbornly defended throughout the winter. (See Map "A")
For more than six months, Fifth Army artillery observers,
wafching from the high peaks held by our forces, had on clear
days been able to see the smoke rising from factory chimneys
in Bologna. -

To the U. S, infantry soldier in the North Appemmines,:
Bologna, standing astride Highway 65 at the gateway to the
Po Valley, was synonymous with "Promised Land" and victory.
To the Germans, loss of this gateway meant loss of the entire
Po Valley and of the lush agricultural and heavy industrial
prdduction that was keeping.the Nazi armies in Italvy sup-
plied and equipved.

"inter action inrthe North Appennines had been confined
to patrol activities agnd limited attacks to improve positions
“and straighten_lines. This comparative quiet, plus news of
Allied successes in Northern Europe, gave the impression
that the campaign in Italy had settled down to a war of attri-
tion -- a fact that was later reflected in the attitude of the

individual soldier when the time came for the jump-off.

GENERAL SITUATION

During the first days in April, divisions of General-
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vark W, Clark's 15th Army Group were shuffled in the lines

in §reparation for, as the.troops-were'certain, thé final big
push, (1) On the right, with a front extending from the
Adriatic Sea to Bologna, was the Fritish Bighth Army, under
Tt. General Sir Richard L. licCreery. The American Pifth Army,
commanded by Lt. General Tuclan X. Truscott, Jdr., had the left
zone, extending from Bologna inclusive to the Tigurian Sea,
(See lrap "A") (Zl.

- In the Pifth Army zone, II Corps, composed of three
American Civisions, the 34th, Olst and 88th, the 5th South
African Armored Division, and the Italian Tegnano Group, was
to make the main effort, through fhe mountains into Bologna
and the Po Valley. (See Map "a") (3) |
| On 11 April, 1945, the 88th Division, still blacked out
for security reasons,'reliéved units of the 91st Division,

- which moved 6ver to the right before the It, Adone mass. The
88th.fook up position under and around the ridgs running

north and south from Mt. Adone to Vonterumici. (4) The lst

Armored Division, a IV Corps unit, held the ground on the
B83th's 1eft; All plans concentrated on breaking through the
enemy defenses and forcing a way through into the rieh Fo
Valley. (5) |

Importance of this pogsition to the Germans wae emphasized
by Major General Schricker, commander of the enemy 8th Mountain
ﬁivision, when he told his troops, "lMonterumici at this time
is the most vital sector of the entire division..I'have no
doﬁbt that the enemy will make every effort to take possession
of the Nonterumici feature in order to ohtzin a basis for a
large scale attack". (6) | |
(1) a-3, p. 7; (2) A=3, p. 11; (3) A-3, p. 9,11; (4) A-2, p. 3;
(5) A-2, p. 2; (6) A-1, p. 191.
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REG IMENTAL SITUATION

On arrival in the line, the 350th Infantry Regiment's
headgquarters and rear command vost were set up at Anconella.
1st Battalion and regimental forward command posts were placed
at La Valle. The lst Battalion went into the line, where they
were to hold vositions until the jump—off and then go into
Regimental reserve. The 2nd Battalion closed in rear assembly
area near Anconella, where Cannon Company also took up posi-
tions. (See Map "B") (7) |

' Although no fires were permitted in order to preserve
security, artillery, mortar and air observation posts were
set vp at La Valle.

In this position, with the 91st Division on the right
at Mt. Adone, and the 349th Regiment of the 88th Division on
the left, all units of the 350th waited for D day and H hour,
which had been set for 2300 hours, 15 April, (8) Supporting
the 350th were the 338th Field Artillery Battalion, Company
"B" of the 313th Engineers, Company "C", less one platbon,_of
the 752nd Tank Baftalion, one platoon of Company "C" of the
804th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and one reinforced platoon
of Company "A", 10th Chemical Battalion (4.2 mortars). (9)

On the enemy side, the 15th Mountain Division, comprised
of the 296th and 297th Mountain Regiments, 'held the position.
Directly facing the 350th was the 3vd Battalion, 297th Hountain
Regiment, occupying well-prepared positions based on the towns
of Di Sopra and Di Sotta. (See Map "B") (10) Although these

villages were completely leveled and pounded to rubble, the

stone structure of Italian houses, with deep,'strong cellars

(T)ké,p-B:(B)&é,p-S:(% A-2; p. 4; (10) A-2, p. 4.

’
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gave the enemy what amounted to strong fortifiéd positions.
A1l usable slopes lea&ing.to the villages were liberally
spfinkled with gchu and other antipersonnel mines. {11)

In addition to the rubble and cellars of the villages,
the eremy had done an excellent job of organizing Wonterumici
with an elaborate system of interloéking caves, dug-outs
and cleverly concealed gun nositions. NWarrow, tortuous trails,
impassable by armof, were the only means of advance on the
position, thus confining movement to areas ﬁhich the eneny
could blanket with fire,

The regimental plan called for the lst Battalion to
move from its front-line vosition into Ia Tombe, La Valle
and Lz Tiana as a diversion, and femain there in regimental
reserve, while the 3rd Battalion was to proceed from its
rear assembly area near Anconella to La Valle and clear the i
Monterumiei peak, and the 2nd Battalidn,.also in assembly
near Anconella, was to attack up Pazzano Ridze., (See lMap "BY)

(12) In the event that the 3rd Battalion had difficulty in
taking Monterumici, the lst was set to come t0 their assis-
tance. (13) At the same time, the 91s%t Division on the right
was to attack and capture I't., Adone, from which high point
the enemy could observe and direct fire on all of Yonterumiei

and its approaches,

ATTACK OF 3RD BATTALIQOH

Early on 15 April, friendly planes began an intensive )
bombing of 211 front line enemy positions.'(14) The actual \\\\
offensive began at 2230 hours, wheﬁ the full power of all
supporting weapons available -- artillery, tanls, tank des-
trgyers, mortars, machine guns, and AA guns —- was directed
(11) a-2, p. 5; Persbhal knowledge; (12) A-2, p. 5; (13) A-2,

p. 5; (14) A-2, p. 6.



on‘Monterumici in a series of concentrations and p;eparatory
fires that lasted one full-hour. (15)

At 2300 hours, the 3rd and 2nd Battalions moved out, and
arrived at‘the line of departure at Ia Pians without incident.
But ﬁhen they attempted to move up the slopes of Monterumici,
they. were met bj intensé and accurate automatic weapons and
mortar fire from enemy positions that neither the aerial bom-
bardment nor the preparatory fires had disturbed in the least.
(16) | |

Stopped cold by this intense fire, "K¢ Company, leading
the 3rd Battalion assault, moved around to the left and drove
towards Le Torre, hoping to take that position and then advance
on Di Sotta, in the center of the Monterumici line, (See Map "C")

| By 0100 hours of 15 April, after suffering considerable
casualties from schu mines, "K" Company was occupying positions
about 400 yards below ILa Torre, where they were held up by
accurate enemy machine guﬁ fire directed at them from hither-

to unsuspected enemy positions. (17)

| In the meantime, "L" Company, which had stfuck to the
right of lNonterumici, had been able to advance égainst very
light resistance until a point just short of the road west
of Fazzano., |

"KM Comvpany then attémptedrto_outflank the enemy by
sending one platoon to the left of ia Torre while -another
attacked Di Sotta. (See Map "C") The two assault platoons
made their way up the steep bluffs leading to their objec-
tives, but upon reaching the crest, were driveﬁ back by point-
blank automatic weapons fire delivered at them from cellar
positions in the ruined houses. (18) _

(15) A-2, p. 6; (16) A~2, p. 6: (17) Statement of Capt. Ray
Stroup; (18) Personal knowledge, Statement of Capt. Ray Stroup.
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cemetary in the saddle between that village and directly
above Di Sotta. .

As soon as they reached-the'exposed slope between Di Sotta
and Di Sopra, a hall of fire from machine guns, machine pis-
tolg, rifle and hand grenades hit them. The fife hit from
~hidden positions that the night'é fighting had not previously
revealed, and came at them from Di Sotta beneath them, Di
Sopra to their left, and the cemetary directly above them
and to their front. (See Map "C") (23)

When excellently directed mortar fire began dropping
in on them, the men, completely disorganized,.tried to take
cover in fox holes in the vineyards on the slope to the right
and left of the trail —- only to discover that the fields
were mined and the fox holes booby-trapped. A short, furious
attack from the cemetary completely_disrupted the company and /
resulted in the death, wounding or capture of most of the men,
and the capture of all their radios, thus to all practical
purposes taking them out of the fight. (24) |

"I" Company, in réserve for the 3rd Battalion, was then
called to support "K", and moved on Di Sopra undér cover of
fire from the'suppofting tanks., (25) "L" Company had, mean-
while, again been driven back by heavy mortar and machine gun
fire. The 2nd Battalion had fared but little better than the
3rd; and after failing to advance in their sector, returned
to Pazzano. (26) '

By 1800 hours, 16 April, the 3rd Battalion's position was
desparate. "K" Company was completely ineffective, aﬁd the
regimental commander decided to commit the 1st Battalion, his
reserve.

(23) Statement of Capi. Ray Stroup; A-2, P. 9; (24) Statement
of Capt Ray Stroup; A-2, P. 9; (25) a-2, P, 9; (26) A-2, P, Imh
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"L" Company, meanwhile, had after a short and fierce fire
fight succeeded in taking their first.objéctive,'the enemy ,
outvost at Fazzanelld, located well down on the eastward slope
of Yonterumici ridge. Héwever, when they attempted to proceed
further, machine gun and small arms fire from Santa Cecilia
halted them abruptly.

The situation was further complicated by the fact that
the 91lst Division, which had moved out at 0300 hours with
Mt. Adone as thelr objective, had encountered fierce resistance,
that, combined with the difficult terrain, had prevented them,
by 0600 hours, from moving farther than Brento. This left the
350th subject to direct observed artillery and mortar fire
from that sector. (19)

To remedy this situation, fighter bombers ‘were called
for to work over the enemy vpositions on Adone, 2nd in antici-
pation of their grrival at 0715 hours, the 338th Field
Artillery Battalion placed a heavy smoke screen on the peak
and southeastern slopes of thé mountain. (20)

After the nights fighting, the 2nd and 3rd Battalions
reorganized, secured replacements, and, with increased heavy -
mortar and machine gun support, continued the attack. (21) |

Strangely enough, with the coming of daylight (16 April),
enemy automatic weapons fire ceased completely, and "X" Company
~was able to move three platoons into the village of Di Sotta
and La Torre without any resistance other than an occassional
sniper shot. (See Map "C") (22)

Elated by their apparent success, the company moﬁed
directly through the'two_villages, without stopping to check
 the ruins for enemy soldiers, to assault the two remaining
enemy positions on the Monterumici crest -- Di Sopra and the
(19) a-2, p. 8; (20) A-2, p. 8; (21) A-2, p. 9;(22) Statement
of Capt. Ray Stroup.



The lst Battalion, profiting by the experience or the
3rd, planned to have "A" Combpany sttacklﬂi Sotta from La
Iiana, "C" CompPany move outﬂfrbm Ta Valle and talte Di Sopra
and the cemetery, and "B" Company remain in Iz Tombe as
battalion reserve. (27) .

Immediately after darkness, "C" Company moved out,
scaling the Honterumici bluff from the left, and at dawh _
on 17 April, moved through "IV dompany and assaulted Di
Sopra. |

COIPANY “aM" PLAN OF ATTACK

“Tmen informed of tho objectﬁge'asSigned him in the
battalion plan of action, "A" Company commander conferred
with his platobn leaders and drew up tentative plans. From
their reserve position at Ia Piana, the officers of "A" Com-
rany had.had a grandstand seat for the entirg fighting of
16 April, and had been able to watch, through field glasses,
every dstall of the action taking place on the slope above
them. Consequently, they ¥new fairly accurately the enemy
machire gun positions to be avoided.

In addition, their kﬁowledge oF the trail leading to
the assault nosition on the slope before Di Sotta, a2nd of
the area around Di Sotta itself had been considerably en-
hanﬁed.by information obtained from wound=d brought down
during the nights of 15 and 16 April. _ |

The combination of this information, plus that revealed
by detailed study of air photos, convinced "A" Comﬁany com-—
mander that the best assault position was from the slope
directly east of Di Sotta. Information obtained from the
wounded regarding mine fields led to the decision to make

the zssault at dawn. (28)

(27) A-2, p. 10; (28) Personal knowledge.
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With battalion approval of this tentative plan, "AM

Company moved out from ILa Fiané at 2345 hours, 16 April,

80 as t0 reach a position helow the east slope leading to

Di Sotta and allow sufficient time for reconnaissance before
making the actual attack at dawn. The trail from La Piana to
La Torre foilowed a cliff, with a deev ravine just below it.
The spring rains and washeg had sO narrowed the trail_that
it could only be negotiated in single file. (See Map "D").

Thouzh n? contact en route was contemplated, it was
felt that it ﬁoul& be best to have the éompany arrive at the
asgault position in the order it expected to fight. Accordingly,
order of movement up the trzil was 2nd Platoon, 3rd Platoon,
4th Flatoon, Company Headquarters, and Weapons Platoon. (29)

By 0300 hours, 17 April, the epmpany had reached.é point
about 500 yards east of La Torre. Here the company commander
took advantag? of .the special abilities of some of his men,
and sent them south o recomoitre an off-the—trail foute
to Di Sotta. Three men were sent out, while the remainder of
the company took cover just off the trail.

The Three men sent on reconnaissance were of Mexican-—
Indian decent, and had long previously proven their anazing
ability to move swiftly and silently over difficult terrain
at night, and to bring back intelligent and accurste reports.
Within half an hour, the thrée were bacﬁ with nord that they
had discovered = difficult but passable route along the face |
of the bluff that would lead to Di Sotta,

7ith one of the men from the reconnaissance party taking
the lead, the company moved out aleng the bluff, Here the
going was extremely slow and difficuit, and on many occasions

(29) Personal konwledge.
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the column had to halt to allow negotiation of a troublesone
siDO‘E:, where each man, in ‘bllrn-would have to hand his weapon
and equipment to the man in}béck of him, cross the gap by
jumping or cléwingrhis way, and thenrhave hig ﬁeépon and
equipment thrown to him, For the entiré comvany to cross the
area, a total distance of less then 500 yards, reguire a full
hour and a half ! (See Map "D")

By OSOO,'ﬁhe.company was in position on the bluff direct-
ly below Di Sotta, when a radio message was received from batta-
lion that Mt. Adone was still in enemy hands, and that direct
observed fire could be expected from that source. (30} Orders
were passed up and down the line for all men to dig in, while
the company commander and two platoon leaders made their way '
to the top of the bluff to reconnoitre the assault position.
(See Map "EM) |

 As they came to the top of tThe bluff, mortaf fire bhégan
to drop near the area_ﬁhere the company was dispersed. This
information was radioed to battaiion, with a request for smoke
on It, Adone. Wifhin'three minutes, smoke shell bursts could
be seen on Adone. The enemy mortar fire continued, dbut failed
to eome closer to the companyfs dispersal area.

At the top of the bluff, the company commander and pla-
toon 1eaders‘foﬁnd that thef were separated from Di Softa by
a vineyard slope, about 250 yards long, and at an upward in-
cline of about 30 degrees, To assault Di Sotta from this po-
sition would reguire that the assaulﬁ force cross this vine-
yard, every foof of which the enemy could cover with grazing
machine gun fire from his positions. Since a frontal assault
under these conditions was congidered out of the guestion ex-
cept in case of direst necessity, it was decided to seek an-

(30) Personal knowledge.
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other assault vosition. (See Map "EY)

I'rom their position, the company commander and platoon
leaders could see thaf the vineyard slope to the left of Di
Sotta, though egually as steep as the slove facing 'i:hefn, was
' a.great deal shorter, extending for only.about 50 yards —- but
with the drawback that the bluff dropped off vertically from
the end of this slope, and as far zs could be seen, the rock,
face of the bluff offered;no meang of approach. {(See Hap "E")

Nevertheless, a reconnaissaﬁce party consisting of the
3rd platoon leader and two men was sent out to determine 1f
there were not some possibility of working around the rock
face of the bluff to the left slepe. Shertly after the re-
connaissance party left, Celenel James €. Fry, aésistant
division commander of the 88th.Bivision, arrived at the eB-
servation post. Colonel Fry was considerably worried at the
delay in taking the Monterumici feature, which was at this
voint the last obstacle between the division and its ob-
jective at the entrance_to the Po Valley, Sasso Bolognese.
(31)

A short explanation of the situation by the combany
commander and a quick look at the slope in front of Di Sotta
convineced Colonel ¥Pry of the wisdom of seeking another assault
position, alfhough he stressed the fact that Di Sotta must be
taken without delay, and that if no other possibility pre-
sented itself, a frontal assault would have to be made, des-
pite the inevitable high losses. (32)

At this time, thé reconnéissance pérty returned with
~word that a very small rock ledge, about long enough to
accomodate 30 men and about one foot wide, existea dh the

(31} Personal knowledge; (32) Personal knowledge.
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rock face of the bluf?f, well to the left of Di Sotta and
abproximately under the short slope leéding to the south end
of the ¥illzge. (See Map "RE") -

The reconnaissance party also reported that, by ridding
themselves of all equipment other than individval weapons,
one platoon could make their way to this ledge, nusing the
roots and bushes growing out of the face of the bluff to draw

themselves zlong.

THE ATTACK

After 2 short consultation, a plan for using this ledge
was worked out. Since the 3rd Platoon leader had already re-
connoitered the bluff face, it was decided that the 3rd Fla-
* toon would work its way into vosition on the rock ledge and
make the assault from there, while the remainder of fhe COMm-
pany would wove up to the front of the slope and support thg'
assgult by fire. Additional fire support would be obtainéd_%‘g'
from the heavy machine guns and 81 mm mortaré of npn Cdmpaﬁy,
in firing ncsition on the high ground across the valley,‘and‘
from the tanks and tank destroyers down in the wvalley.

The company plan provided for the 3rd Platoon to notify
the company command post by radio when they were in position
on the ledge, at which time the prevaratory fires, to last
five minutes, would begin., "DV ﬁompany and tank fires would
~ be coordinated by radio bstween "A" Company and battalion
cormand posts,.

| After five minutes, heavy machine gun, mortar and tank
fires would 1ift, and the 3rd Platoon would make-the assault.
It was decided that the light machine gursand individual

weavons of "A" Company would continue firing during the
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assault, shifting to the right end of the village, and would
1ift their fires entirely when the 3rd Platoon was observed
actually in the left end of the village. (See.Hap "E") (33)

At the moment the 3rd Platoon entered the left end of
the villaze, the 1st and 2nd Platoons were to come up the .
front slope into the village and prepare to repel the counter-
attack that, all officers felt, was sure t0 come from the
direction of Ia Torre. If the counterattack 4id not materia-
lize, the company would, after clearing Di Sotta and reor-

- ganizing, move north on the ridge and ta%e Ia Torre.

With these arrangements made, the 3rd Tlatoon started
working their way around the rock face of the bluff to the
ledge == 2 process that took about one hour. During this
time, sufficient harrassing fire from mortaers, machine guns
and individual weapons was placed on Di Sotta to keep the
enemy there occupied and divert their attention from fhe
3rd Platoon's move.

Before the 3rd Platoon started to the ledge, it had
been ascertained:that ore enemy machine gun was located at
the left end of the village. To take care of this gun when
it was définitely spotted, each spuad leader in the platoon
was eqUivped with two 60 mm mortar shells wired to rifle
grenade adapters so that the mortar shells could be fired
as rifle Zrenades. It was felt that the.additional punch of
the 60 mm mortar shell would well offset the loss in accuracy.

The L£irst man to reach the ledge was the platoon
gergeant, who immediately took up position to observe all he
could of the southern end of Di Sotta. By the time the
platoon leader arrived oﬁ the ledge, he had located the po-

(%*3) Personal knowledge.
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sition of what was later found t0 be the single enemy machine
gun guarding that slope, and pointed it out to the_platbon
leader. Thz gun was in the corner of a bﬁilding, and the
masonry ruins prbvided'?erfect overhead cover for it,
rendering it impregnable fo high-angle fire. The platoon
leader decided that this gun could be knockéd out only by a
direct hit of the 60 mm mortar shell rifle grenades.
| The taree squad léaders were summoned and the target
Pointed out to them. They were instructed tO'fire their gre-
nades on tae gun prosition during the preparétory fires, and
to attempt to place their grenades directly on the gun. The ’//
platoon leader also briefed the squad leadars on their mis-
sion, stressing that during the aétual assault, all men were
to fire.continually as they moved forward.

Each squad was also assigned an area of responsibility —-
- $he 1st sguad was to take the buildings on the left, diréctly
in front of the assault position, the 2nd squad, the buildings
in the center of the village, and the 3rd squad was to skirt
the village and take the buildings on the right. All were
warned that, until the arrival of the remainder of the com-—
Pany, the nmen were not to enter cellars or céves but instead
to toss in hand grenades and cover the entrance;

Next the company command vost was contacted by radio
and the conpany commander informed that all waé ready. Less‘
than thirty seconds later, the preparatory fires from the
company and the supporting weapons began. The Tirst three
60 mm mortar shell rifle grenades were fired on the machine
gun position facing the platoon -- and all went wide of the
mark. Of the second three fired, one scored what appeared to

be a2 direet hit, but by this time dust and smoke from tank
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and mortar fires so obscured the ruins of the village that it
was impossiole to determine whether or not the gun had heen
put out of action.,’

As the tanks and mortars ceased fire, the men of the
platoon puiled themselves over the crest and started up the
50 yard slope in the assault. Steepness of the slope slowed
the assault down to a walk, but as no fire was directed on
the platooﬁ, it was evident that the mortar shell srenade had
hit the enemy machine gun position and had put it out of
action,

During the assault, all men of the platoon showéd a
tendency towards either unwillingness or forgetfullness to
fire their weapons as they moved forward, and it was neces-~
gary for the platoon leader and platoon sergeant to call men
by name and order them to fire. Bven with this spur, it is
doﬁbtful if more than twenty-fife percent of the individual
weapons of the platoon were Tired at any one time during the
asséult - a fact that could have been very costly if the
enemy had been expecting the assault to come fror the south.

(34)
CAPTURE OF DI SOTTA

However, upon reaching the first ruined building, the
men lost all signs of the tendency to0 refrain from firing.
The sguad leader of the first squad waved three men into the
building, and they fired practically a full ¢lip each into the
windows and door before they went in., The attack moved on,
two or three men peeling off and going into each door, as
it was reached and the 2nd and Brd‘3quads moving north through
the ruins of the village to the aweas agsigned to them.

(34) Personal knowledge.
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supporting fires of tﬁe company 1ad glready lifted,
and in what seemed fo be a matter of seconds, the whole pla-
toon was disposed in the ruins of the village, and grenades
could be heard going off —- a sign that cellars were being
-cleared. | )

The grenades proved t0 be extremely persuasive, and
enemy soldiers streamed out, hands high above their heads
and shouting "Kamerad"., As they came out, squad leaders and
the platoon guide gave them explicit directions with kicks
and rifle butts and moved them down the slope to meet the
rest of "A" Company, already on the way up to join the 3rd
Platoon in the village. )

Just a2s the rest of the éompany moved into the village
and went into position in the ruins, mortar fire, apparently
coming from Mt. Adone, hit Di Sotta., This was tzken 0 be a
gign of an impending counterzttack, and the lst and énd Pla-
toons, occupying the right end of the village were Warned;
After about two minutes, the mortar fire moved south in the
village, and the enemy counterattack force, numbering aﬁpro-
ximately sixty men, could be geen moving down the trail from
Ta Torre_to Di Sotta.

Light machine guns of the weapons platoon were brought
into position, and =211 men warned to hold fire until the
enemy were within twenty yards of the northern buildings of
Di Sotta. The enemy approached cautiously, and ﬁhen met by
bursts of automatic weapons fire, drovped to the ground.
Shouts of "Kamerad" and "surrender" could be heard so all men

were ordered to hold fire.
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A German-sveaking soldier hollered +to the enemy soldiers,

ordering them to stand up, hands high above their heads,with—
out their weapons. "A" Company men could distinetly hear this
order, in German, being pagsed back among the enemy, so it
was no surprise when the entire counterattack force, except
for a few dead and wounded, stood up, and on order, moved
into the village and gave themselves up.

A hurried guestioning of the prisoners brought out the
informgtion that this counterattack force had come from ILa
Torre, and that lesg than a platoon of men, mostly wounded,
were all the enemy force left there. Acting on this infor-
mation, the 1lst Plagtoon was sent to Lz Torre to take that
village.

The platoon moved out up the ridge, using the sane
trail that the counterattack forece had taken towards Di
Sotta. The platoon was accompanied by the section of light
machine guns, and by a German-sPegking soldier.

Avproximately seventy yards from ILa Torre, the platoon
leader dispersed his platoon into firing posifions, and had
the machine guns emplaced to fire on the buildings. When all
men were in position, he ordered the machine guns and auto—.
matic rifles to fire three long bursts, each. Then the
German-speaking soldier called to the enemy in La Torre,
"telling them that they had sixty seconds td come out of the
buildings with their hands up, or they would all be killed.
The Germans came out in less than thirty seconds.

As goon as the lst Platoon eccupied La Torre, clearing
parties were sent into the network of tunnels that existed
between the two villages, connecting them and Di Sopra. These

tunnels were found to be a‘forgotfen part of the It., Adone

19



galerins system, an ancient turnel gystem going completely
thréugh 1t. Adone and Nonterumici. Hany of the ftunnels were
well-fitted Ouf\with living accommodations, including wooden
two=-decker bunks -~ a good many of which were occupied by
enemy and "K" Company wounded. Large-quantities of small

arms armunition, grenades, rifle grenades, and panzer-fiuste

were found stored in the tunnels,

"Y* Company's debacle was found to have been effected
by these tvﬂnels; As learned from prisoners and liberated
members of "K" Company, fhe enemy manning positions in Lsa
Torre and Di Sotta had, at daylight on 15 April, left those
bPositions and moved into the tunnels. From there, they allowed
"E" Company to come through the two villages unopposed, but
with observers ﬁatching their progress closely. “hen "K" Com-
pany was in.the most exposed portion of the area, the enemy
moved back into their firing vpositions in Di Sotta and ITa
Torre, thus closing the trap neatly. (35)

One casualty was suffered by "A" Company in the entire
attack upon Di Sotta and La Torre -~ the platoon runmer of
the 3rd Platoon was hit by a shell fragment from the enemy

. mortar concentration just prior to the enemy counterattack
on Di Sotta.
y’d About 2 half-hour previous +o the assault on Di Sotta,
word had beemn received from battalion that "C" Company had,
after a bitter fire fight and a hot hand-to-hand battle,

succeeded in taking Di Sopra and the cemetery, located in

+the saddle between Di Sopra and Di Sotta -~ but at a cost
/lof ten men killed,.including the company commander, and 31
wounded. (35) : ' . qﬂj
{(35) Personal kﬂowlédge, Statement of Capt. Ra2y Stroup;

(36) A=-2, p. 11,
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Thus with the capture of Di Sotta and La Torre, enemy
resistance on Monterumici was eliminated. 166 prisoners, in-
cluding wouanded, were taken by "A" Company in the two villages
and in the netwofk of tunnels underneath, Consequently, by
1830 hours, 17 April, the regiment had secured the entire
onterumici ridge and was vready to continune the attack into
the valléy to the west and north.

Officers of "A" Comnany were surprised to note that
not one commissioned officer was among the more than 160
prisoners teken in Di Sotta and La Torre. (37) nuestioning
of the prisoners revealed the startling info:imation that
every German commissioned officer had,.upon orders from
higher headguarters, withdrawn t0 the rear during the night
of 16 Avril, after leaving orders with their troops to
" fight until thé last round of ammunition, then surrender."
Hon-commissioned officers had commanded the eneny units in

D1 Sotta, Di Sopra and La Torre. (38)

ANALYSIS & CRITICISM

Careful scrutiny of the lMonterumici operation‘brings
out one glaring fact -- sad 1éck of aggressiveness upon the
part of the individual infantry soldier. It is certain that,
had the 3rd Batitalion dispiayed the aggressiveness that is
normally expected of the Infantry, it would not have been
necessary Jor the regimental commander to commit his reserve
in order to take his objecti&e.

fficers of nAv Cémpany, in reserve at La Iiana through-
out the day of 16 Aprril, were able %o see plainly the action
that took place on the slopeg, and observed many squad-sized
groups of "II" and "L" Companies huddled in defilade =and in

(37) Personal knowledge; (33) Statement of prisoners.
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shell holes, where they remaired for hours at = time, even
though no znemy fire was.being placed upon them, In every
case, such groups falled to move from cover until an officer
approached and took them under his control.

The explanation for this lack of aggressiveness un-
doubtedly lies in the fact that bofh officers and men were
convinced that the war was practically over, and accordingly _
had a very understandable desire 10 preserve their perscnal
gafety. It is felt, however, that had junior leaders been |
more forceful, this tendency could have been overcome.

Under the regimental plan, the lst Battalion, which had
occupied a front-line position directly beneath Di Sotta,

Di Sopra and Ea Torre prior to the attack, was moved from
this position to Ta Tombe, La Piana and Ia Valle as a di-
version, while the 3rd Battzlion, previously in reserve, was
brought up to make the initial attack on llonterumici.

This plan was without doubt sound, but the advantzages
gained from thig deception were wiped out by the fact that
the 3rd Battalion failed +to reconnoitre the area they'were'
to attack over.

If each of the forward companies of the FIrd Battalion
had sent out a reconnaissance patrol to reconnoitre the
route to their assault positions, valuable time would have
been saved, and fewer mine casualties experienced. This
voint is borne out by the fact that "A" Company, in moving
over the same gfound, also at night, suffered no casualties
from mines; due to information obitained from "Kﬁ and "LY
Jompany wounded.

' Too, if combat patrols had been sent to feel out the

enemy defenses on the ridge prior to the attack, "E" Combany
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would probably have known of many of the enemy mechine gun
positions that came as such surprisés to them during the
~actual attack. It is realized that patrol activity was sus-
pended prior to the attack as a security measure. However,
patrols had been active on the whole front, and particulary
at Vonterumicl during the entire winter. In itself, the
susbengion of patrol activity served as a warning to the
enemy that a special action was being nlanned.

'Another fact that sténds out in this operation is the
apparent lack of coordination between companies in attacking
their company objectives, For example, on the morning of
16 April, "X" and "IL" companies started their attacks at
approxinately the same time. But while "K" Company was moving
away from La Torre to escape enemy-machine gun fire, "L"
Cémpany attempted to attack Fazzano. While "En Company tried
to attack Di Sotta, "Ln Company was inactive, Then when "i"
Compeny moved again "K" Company was retreating from Di Sotta.

This lack of coordingtion was also shown on 17 April,
when "A" Company attacked Di Sotta and "C" Company attacked
Di Sopra at diffefént times. Had the attacks beeén coordinated,
it is felt that "C" Company would have suffered fewer casusl—
ties., As it was, in A1l of these piecemeal attacks, the Gerw
‘mans were able to devote their total attention fo the attack
of one compahy -~ and when fhat was repelled, to that of
the next.

Reason for this lack of coordination was due to the
fact that, once a battalion was committed, the battalion
commander had very little contrél over his unit. Battalion
command posts were located in the valley below the ridge,

and the only communication battalion commanders had with
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their attacking companies was radio -- which proved ineffec~
tive at most times during the attack.

"KM Gompany's failure to take proper precsutions in
Ta Torre and Di Sotta before moving on to DI Sopra on 16 -
April, waé utterly inexcusable. Had Ta Torre and Di Sotta
been properly cleared of enemy personnel when the company
moved through, the action would have been over twentyufour
hours earlier and many American lives snared.

"A" Company's attack on Di Sotta on 17 April, with
one platoon assaulting under covering fires of the remainder
of the company ard of supporting weapons, provided an excellent
example of the efficacy of the basic infantry tactic of
fire and manoeuver., During the actual assault, Colonel
James C. Pry was moved to remark +0 "A" Company commander,
"Thisg is jﬁét like an attack demonstration at Fort Benning" ,

The reluctance of infantry soldiers to fire their wea-
pong while moving forward in the assault is an 0ld problem
to small vnit leaders, and is probably based ubon the mistaken
belief that a soldier who fires iz more apt to dAraw enemy-
fire than one who does not.

mithdrawal of the German officers from the defenge po-
gition, and their leaving further conduct of the defense in
the hands of non-commissioned officers is highly significant.
At the time the officers withdrew, it was obvious to all of
the German soldiers on Monterumici that the only future
awaiting them was either death or capture. Yet they continued
fighting uatil their positions wereoverrun.u_mnrﬁaa?f

As wasz shown by "X" Company's several attempis to
find a weakx link in the chain of defense through La Torre

and Di Sopra, the Germans were experts in organizing their
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weaponé td the terrain, and religiously observed all of
the seven principles of defensive combat. The only approach
to Di Sotta that ﬁas not covered by fire of at least two
auntomnatic weavpons Was.that used by the 3rd Platoon of "A"
Company. fuestioning of prisgoners taken on DilSotta brought
out the fact that the Germans had considered this approach
impaséable to all but specislly equipﬁed mountain troops,

and had accordingly failed to defend it in strengﬁh;

LESSONS
i

l. Porceful and aggressive leadership on the part
o — "~ o

of junior officers will gave time and lives.
{2, Attacks of the rifle companies should be subaect
“ mmmmmmmmbﬁmmmmmwmnmumwm :
to the coordln@tlon‘i;dﬁ_gﬁthqlnof the battallon comnander

at all tinmes.

e Control can never be any betier than communicatioms.
AT e S 50 Sty

SRR
/4. Thorough and complete reconnalssance is esgential
— e R S S NS A I LR ﬂm«wﬂw“’“"
to the success of an asttack.

/5, A determ1ned defender cannot be drlven from a well-
R SRR N Pl I B s T,

[—— PIRRERSE S e RN TS M"M&uﬁu
R ey
organized p051t10n by air and artillery bOmbardment alone,
. T s T T R R T T e ST T T——

Y B Proper use of supporting weapons will save lives

o 2 .

of rifiemen.

¥ T In the defense, no point ghould be overlooked as
PR R e g B LT mmm&mmmmwmmm ke L
a p0551ble route of enemy approach

i e,
7 8. In the attack supposedly "1mpassable" obstacleh

often offer EWe best assault. route. TR
{ 9. ve”opmentrofma 1arge; accurate, h1gh—exp1051ve,
R PR v g s it = P i

TR
p01nt—detonat1ng freéyentatlon rlfle £r enade would be of

R iy TR R P e T T e AR

beneflt to the infantry soldier,
M
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< 10, The basic infantry tactic of fire and manoeuver
will, if properly applied, enable the reduction of the best-
organized defensive positions.

‘11, Thorough knowledge on the part of the small

—— b o
unit leader of the individual capabilities of his men isg

an aid to guccess in battle.

¢ . . . . . '
12, Coordination is essential to fire and manoeuver
tactics.

413, Proper use of smoke on enemy-held terrain

features observ1ng the battle area will reduce. the effective~

115, Conmlttment ofhihemreserve at the proper moment
is the most mamentous demwdj”,!,__ -1l 3 the commander.
i e i A TR A S P RN R N TGN ™
116, Tralning of the individual goldier in assault
- G P SR o i
fire technlque must be stressed until the flrlng of his

B i L L2 e st e AL T

T

g

Piece becomes as automatic as walking.

‘ 17. In the attack or defenae_

(P o

fire is better than to cover it with men,

10 cover graund by
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