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IN 'I'AKING lli'l1 • DELLA ]!'OH;_;iIClUi:, I'l1ALY, 10-13 our. l 94L.l: 
( NOR'l'H A?J~NNIJ-J}i; CJ.1.::.;P.AIGN) 

(Personal experience of a Rifle Platoon Leader) 

lN'l1lWDUC'l'ION 

'I'his monograph rulates the action 01' the 2d Battalion, 

3~:58th Infantry Regiment, mst11 tJ. s. Infantry Division, in the 

capture of l'i:t. Della l1'01°miche, 10-13 October, l 94Li,, dur:Lng the 

North Apennine Campaign :Lu Italy. 
I 

After the fall of Horne, the .Jrif'th Army _pushocl north against 

a strong, vrell organized, dete1°m:Lned rear guard act ion of the 

enemy,_ r11he general consenslu:: to every 1· i{;ht ing man VJO;~ that 

the next 1naj or' enoT,W stand wonld be .mo.de t"'lOde11.nere along the 

North Apennine barr~er stretching i'rom the '.I'yrrhonian :~3ca to 

tho Adriatic north o:t· l!'lorenco. 'l'his iJJ10r·l:;lJ bocame known through­

out tlrn vmrlcl as the uerman Gothic tine. 

Ever since the Allies first landed in Itul.:r the Gorr,ian had 

been develo~ing this natural dorunsive ~osition, ucoeloruting 

the price of hin con,struct:Lon at'tf3r the t'all 01· Home. 'l'he German 

had reinforced thin _)o:=:Jit ion ui th a for,nid.o.ble chain of ca1'e­

fully r1 i ted r·ocl,;: hewn p:Lll boxes and. bunkorD, oxtcnsi ve ,:rire en­

tanglomentr1, mine J' :LolcJ s and. tank o tY,taclc,.ci, nl_L inte1;rat,~d into 

the rugged, mountainou~, terrain v=1h1ch rorrn to elevation::i 01' 3 to 

4 thousand feet above 8ea level. 

'l'he mission of' the 1rifth and 17:ighth Armi0s 1-w1r; to breaJ.c 

through the Crothic Line, exploit this break-throush nnd debouch 

in-to tJ1e Po Va1ley plains. At cluvvn 10, r1e;Jtcmber, af't(-lr a long 

pa.uEie- to regroup and to _pror)al'c an o1'.I.'ensi ve, Jriftll .H.rmy launch­

ed its drive to pierce tho highly vaunted line. ~he funerican 

Two Uox·ps bore the brunt of the o.::rnault, strild11t~ the line 

vri th thrAe di v:1.s :Lons alon{'; the a::di3 of the _ij·lorc~ncn-Hologna 

hip;hwu.y. 'l'hi.s hir~hwo.y •Nas knm-rn a:3 hi:1;hvmy 65. 'J.'lle battle :t'or 

3. 
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t,he lro·thic Line, lilrn the Guotnv Line Gaiapaign in Southern Italy 

the previous winter, r(~:wlved. itself into a se1·ies of hard fought 

act ions for dorn:i.natinr,; mountain feEJ..turor:-~ which formed the key 

points of the enemy de:Ccnse. (1) 

Beyond the u-othio Line, tlrn c;.erman hacl 1·orty miles or moun­

tainous torrain to defend be:J:'ore the Allies could c1es_>loy their 

might on torr a in JJtore mi.it.of) for oi':t'cnsi ve wa:r:f'are. t1any cror~r, 

compartments r1.:f'forded the enemy e:;-:cel1o.nt defern::i vo ,)0~3 it ions 

anc1 mnny or them wero as formidable an the initial line itself. 

'l'HJE BHF:.l1.K1l 1I1lW UGH -------
On 18 de:,Jtor;i\)Gr, tl1e Uothic Line v,ra~; nhe.:tteTocl.. 11.'his event 

occurred only after Dome ot' the f3eve:c·efft f L•:htin,~; evcJ' encounter­

ed in Italy had taken :\lace. AEJ dayB wont on anc.1 the Apennines 

began to appear ondJ_e~_:;n, i·t; seemed that the entiJ:e ri1ow1tain 

range to tho nm·th mi:~ht be called tl10 uothic lJ:Lne. 1t,fuatevor 

tho nrrme, it blockc-Jd t:t1e ':Nay to the J'o Valley nnd i·t v,rau to-ward 

that rc:in;ion tl.1.nt the Allio;:; no\r direct.eel their mir:hty of'fonrdV{-'3 

1'orees. J\leverthol(;tJc-~, in nlean :Lnr,; contrnr:1t with the firnt 1s"1oek 

of f :Ln;ht inc;, the nc1vcu1c o wn s no1,v ,J1°ogru n .": :l.ne; ·cr:L th \-rlm t ap ,10 nr ed. 

1n one do.~7. { 2) 

noon bee:an to :inakc u:,c of every ndvnnta~;e the. to1·:i·n:i.n at'J'o1·ded • 

. it:numy rein:f'orconentn 'HCJI'u novin:-; u.,_) co1rntontly. 'L'he rn:ith IH­

vhJion '1m.r: OJ,Jo,=wcJ. by tho c~e:r·rimn ,J:th Parachut<'; 1J:tvirdo11 during 

the f :L:crit ten days of' :t'ight:L.ng. _1:1·011or1L1.r; tJ1:i. D pe:r .Lod, clements 

oi' the 362c1 nG1'Ed.norn Dtvirdon, 1n.iscellnnoouu un.i ts of tho 

71 !5th Infantry u :i.v :1. rd.on, rtucl. o lunsnt. ~1 or tlw Lehr B:c :Lr:nc1 t; Li:3.c: t, 

their ap)cnrance. (3) 

(1) A-1, J:).LJ,5; (2) A-2, p.61; (~3) A-2, _p.Cl. 
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Many n1ountai11 rnasGes were to come into the l:i.ne of' advance 

of the 80th Division. Some o:t' these were J!lonte Atuzzo, Color­

et·ta, uanda Bibele, 11'orrniche, L1onterenzio, l!'nno, Castel ve cchia, 

Costellaro, nnu iii.o.ny others. 

'l' m OBJEC'l'IVE 

1I'he speci1'io mouritnin mass of' which l am vvriting is Monte 

Della J:i'ormiche. ( ~") 'l'his mountain v,ran a part 01' Ojle 01' the 

German secondary de1:'enm) l:Lnos uncl clmractcrizecl by bei11g es­

pecially formidable because or the steep cliffs ~1ich fell from 

all s:Ldes except the north. It was doubly :LnJ)ortant for the 

enemy to hold l!'orm:Lohe Aince it oomuianded highway 65 in the sec­

tor of the Division on the left, as well as the Id.ice Valley 

road. .ti'urthern1ore, it afforded complete observs:t ion over the 

entire aroa for a distance of 6 m:Lles to the south t see slrntch 

no. 2) • ( 5) 

'l1he 2d ua t tali on 01' the 338th ln:f ant,ry Hegiment, 85.th Di-

vis ion, was assj_zned tlw task oi' '>Jr·er,ting this crj_t ical terrain 

feature :l:'rom Gnemy hands. Th.Ls Hattalion, be.ing in reserve at 

the time, vvas :Collovdng closely beliind. the 3d battalion o1' the 

same .Hegiment which vms dogcedly figM;ing forvrard to eutablish 

a f;pecif j_ed line of departur'e t;hrough v1hich the 2d Jjattalion 

was to pass in its attack. (6) 

Below r1ont0 :l!'orrniche, the terrain was very hilly and there 

wa~1 1 ittle opportun1.ty 1'or cover· and concealmont for the t'.vo 

Battalions vir1ile moving forv:ard :from one hj_ll to the next. ln 

view of this, and the fact that ·t:;he enemy ·had excellent obser­

vation, the 3d uattalion' s progress vims exceedingly di:t'f':Lcul t • 

.Ln ad<Ution, ·the enerny not only used delaying tactics, but 

( 4) l'vionte - Italian J'or :mon11tain; 15) A-2, p. 81; \6) A-4, p. 96 
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stubbornly resisted every foot of the advance by machine gun 

fire, sniper :l'ire, small arm13 f'ire, and mortar and artillery 

barrages. li:very hill, ridge line, and building wntt utilized 

by the~ enemy as s·tronc; .i)Oints. 1110 ground was e;:l vcn up to the 

attacker without contest. (7) 

Dm:·:Lng tl1o night, 10 uctober, the od tsattalion t1ad accom­

plished its assiined mission or establishing a line of departure 

for the 2d .Hattalion. The 3d J.Jattalion was to remain in its 

pre sefft _position and be prepared for o_pert:.t :Loi1s to the right 

of wtonte Form:Lche. (8) Combat patrols ·were :_rnnt out during 

the night and con-tact was made ·with ·the enemy along the ~tire 

Regimental front. However, the patrols became heavily engaged 

and 'Nore driven back to onr lines by in-~ense mach.Lne gun and 

, mortar fire. 'l'he enemy appeared t.o be extremely sem:litive and 

responded readily to every move made by the forward corapanies. 

,1:!;NEl1:tY lT'O H~C I.::11 ICi\.'_[110 NS AND ~l1ERPA IN 

Direc·tly before the cli1'fs of Monte Della J.:t'ormiche the 

terrain was exceptionally srnooth, sloping gently to the south 

approXLilate.Ly .LOOO yards, and. a.r; barren rn-1 a golf course 1'air­

way. Ji;veryone of the 2d Battalion had a heavy heart for the 

job lookecl i 1,tpos~, ible. 'J:he su1,uni t of' the mountain rose to 

approximately 2040 feet above sea level. 'l'he German had for­

tified the forward slopes with cleverly camou:t'laged gun em­

placement~, all carefully sit.eel to give 1'ine fields of fire down 

the slones. on the ~,ummit of' the mounta:i.n, heavy caliber 

ma_chine guns, as well a:; nntaller caliber weapons, ·,vere placed 

covering the frontal ar·ea '.:Jit.h plunging fire. The valley be­

low was s-tud.cled with •1 Shu11 ehd picket mine fields covering t11e 

most logical avenues of approach • 

. { 7) A-4,, p. 94; l 8 ) A-4 , p • 9 '7 • 
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1rnr11ediately below the sheer cli1'1's and about three-fourths 

of the way up tlie mountain lay the li~"cle town of 1viaceratoia. 

1110 the left rGar on the crei:-:;t lay the town of Ca Del M.onte. 

At the base or the cliff's bf,~low vel Monte were numerous. 

caves. 'l'hese caves afforded the enemy excellent firing positions 

covering the ap5:.iroaches to the buildings of Del Monte. 1The Del 

lvronte ridge dropped o:t'f to the northwest talling gradually in-

to the valley below (see sketch no.2}. 

rrhe 2d Hattalion' s initial plan ·i;v;c:fj to attach: in a column 

of coir..J)a.nies la formation often used in the italian Campaign) 

with the first objective being the village of JJel li[onte; from 

there to gush to the north with two companies abreast, cutLing 

in beh:Lnd tirn mountain. ;l'he lRt Battalion was to .uusll U;) the 

ldice valley to the right of the objective. ~lle combined 

action of the two :tmt·talions was to ontflanlc the mounta.i.n c:rest 

and finally clear it of the enemy from the nortJ.1. .uue to the 

barren terrain before the sheer cliffs 01' li'ormiche, there was 

no cover 1'or maneuver. 'l'his, therorore, a.ppeared to be tne 

only logical plan of a tt;acl-c. .c.asy company was to load, 1'ol­

lowed by U·eorge COffLJ)any with J!'OX Company in re serve. 

ln sup.port 01' this conteirl;Jlated attack, tanlcs '.Vere moved 

forward to the ridge along the line of departure, taldng hull 

defilade positions and were to rire directly into the buildings 

of 1v1aceratoia and Del Monte. Division Artillery ',vas to fire 

"time-on-target" fire into the same two villages, 4.2 Chemical 

lv1ortars were to cover the rear areas 01· the mountain, and Gan­

non Company v1m;:1 to cover the c1·est, shi1'ting their 1'ire as di­

rected. ·the 8lnm1 Mortars of the 2d and :3d jjattal:Lons virere to 

fire a cover:tng smoke screen, ir neces::mry, for the attacking 

r; • 8 
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forces. All of the aforenmntioned rires were to be ready to 

f'ire on call • 

.uue to the· fact that the enemy controlled lihe g1·ound a 

foot reconnaisance was brwoouible, therefore, on 9 uctober, 

a field glasses and map reoonnaisance vms made. It was de­

cided to attack !Vlaoeratoia from the le1·t 1·1ank. A small 

drainage ditch vms detected running southwe:::,t of 1vi.aceratoia 

to the vaLLey belov,r, a distance 01' approximately 1000 yards, 

which afforded t,118 only cover, meager as i·t was, in the en­

tire area (see sketch no.2). 

At 0330, 10 October, Item uompany was succesaful in 

taking La Oasone on the Hegiment' s extreme left flank. 'l'WO 

platoons of ~asy Cm~any proceeded to La Casone to relieve 

item Company. 'l'he attacK on lJel },,Jonte was to be launched i'rom 

this poirrt at 0600 hours. ..tt·inal plans vmru formulated as fol­

lows: The 1st platoon 01· .t!:asy Uompany was to lead the attaclc, 

with the mission 01· ta.king maceratoia. ·1'he 2d and 3d platoons 

··were to f'ollovr, pasr, through t110 L-Jt platoon a·t; J:.11aceratoia, and 

a:ttaclc JJel Monte. 

1I11ill A'.1:'l'AOK J 
Prior t,o daylight the lf,ft. plat;oon with a strength of 18 

men moved out of La c:asone, cror,i::rnd over the ol)en ground under 

the cover of' d.arknesu, and reaclrnd the a1·oremo11tioned dra:lnage 

ditch. 'l'he forma.-t ion taJ:ccn u1) at t:trn d it.ell wa:1 a column o!' 

squads with each man dirGctly behind the other on i1is stomach. 

'l'he des:Lred element or surj)rise forced all tlle men to creep 

and crawl f'onmrd in the direction of t;,_e objective--1v1aceratoia. 

'l'hrough t>CR 5~:S6 radio co1m.:1unication, tne Um:1pany Gonmi.ander was 

contacted and notified of' the 9.Latoon's position. As tlle platoon 

moved. rorward, this contact was maintained. At 0800, the support-

8. 
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ing v.roapons began to lay ctow11 their devn.stat ing 1' ires on their 

assi~ned target areas. 

uaylight 1m.1 n :1lo'N in cornin?; Dccause or a heavJ f'og v,;Jich 

obscured t11e area from enemy o bDervat.ion ~ Lt did not taKe ·che 

enemy long to sen.'JO the onconLl.nr; 1:rttac.k aJ.:though tlrnir o bnerva­

tion wa,:.: greatly reduced. 'l'hey began to cover the :t'orvmrd 

slopes 01" the mountain ·with concentrations of mortar and a:ctill­

ery fire, moBt 01· 'Nhich v,ff.1.2 :Lnefroctive as it cleared ·the ditch 

by a considerable distance~ 

dpeed in progref.!~1 was most diri'icult :t'or the l:;t pla·toon 

for the cU:tch wn~; extrer.iely muddy and varied 1·rom only 2 to 4 

feet in width and depth. Lo the men it seemed the slushy, shal­

lo·w ditch extended :cor miles instead or j11!3t a mere .LOOO yards. 

The 1st platoon moved on an ra_pidly f:1}1 1)ossiole, :3:i;:iurred by the 

JccvaLUng tl1our;,;ht, ol' reaching the objective before the f'og 

lifted. As t,hey neared Maceratioa o.J.1 attempts to contact the 

2d platoon bU radio failed. in spite of this the 1st platoon 

continued to move :t'o:cv,ard. 

0830 arrived. ~he platoon was in vosition to assault the 

ob.iective. bayonets were fixed and final inrrtructions ismied. 

'l'he platoon wr:w then broKen dovm :Lnto 3 si:x:-man squads. .~aoh 

squad ·wtu:i a;crnigned a port:Lon o:C the small cluster of buildings 

in JVtaceratoia o.nd. were to .tnove in from t 1e \01e::1t ancl south. 'l'he 

platoon leader radioed the tJ011wany 0onu:iander and, requested that 

the artillery and ta111c riro be shif'ted from Maceratni.a to ua Del 

Monte and to the church at the fnm:rli t ot' the mountain. All 

fires shi1'ted as requested, and without a moment's hesitation 

the asr,aul t began with Gac.t'l squad da1.111ing :t'or its o.s:cd.gned sec­

tor firing their rifles as they speedily closed in on the obr 

ject:ive. 

Niacerato:La 1vas ours. 'l'he attacJ.;: had boen succoss1'ul n.nd 

9. JO 
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In LTacfi:.:·nto:La t11c 1:::-t .:>latoon hc:d C[lfGU:r:od 1 ;rrir1e l,lOVdr, 

Dnr1c::din.tuly t]ll: 9lntoon took UJ) r_)o~;:U,io.n:.:-J in and around 

the 1rn.ild :i.nc~', of the to\m; tlw Co.,,1_11:rny Co.,J;.:tnido:r. vnw r; i.ven 

the: following J,1csuar;e, noo j Get i vo l,,,Lon, no ourmaltier1, luivc 

19 prisoners. n ~L1J.1c uo.,1ptu1y· Co;m,1andu:c, Jai0utenr:.mt '.Jillit:Ul G. 

Coblj_n oi' ff1·anJ::(01:·t,, L.errbuckJ, o. bold o.ncl agc;rcrn::1:Lvc offj_ccr, 

re·L)lied t11.nt ho \1:rn le:cving La Cw\Onc cnrouto to tl10 objuct,:i.ve 

and that he . ·.1nntod the L;t jJlo.toon to corrtinue to Del lfonte. 

lost for the l~t platoon. 

Litt1e acttvity took place clu:c inh t'.1e nc:;ct; ~~u 1;,1; nu.tc r,, cx­

oe1Yti for ltght cnci:ly- .:,loTtar :f :Lre :Call:Lng around t:iie ru:oa to our 

rcc:u· and :Ln ·the vtcj_uity o:C La Car:one. Our ovm su_i_):JOJ:t,j_ng fires 

contiHuGd to :fall on t,lw cre~~t; o:C 1t'o:r111icl10 around t,;U clm1·ch 

and to tlle left of JJel J'.,.i.onte. 

}?law~ fo:r Llla attacL on Dol t[onte were; begun b.f tJie 1st 

platoon leader. So;.,te of t:ie JH·i~rnnor ;3, H}rnn quo .,;-t;:loned, re­

vealed tlmt the Del :Jonte r:i.di<G -·nm held by one rc,inf'orced. com-

pany of Infrrrrtry. It v1c1.D cJocided tlwt 11:tncorato:l.a could not be 

10. j J. 
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lef't undei'c::nded as the 19 prisoners vrere r:::t ill there and the 

2d platoon of Easy <Jompany had not ye-b arrived. '.L'en men of 

the platoon \•re:ce to remain in blaceratoia. t'he remaining s, 

plus the platoon 1eader, were to move f'orward :Cor .uel.Monte. 

The route of aclvance waf:, along a trail fro.ill Uaceratoia to Del 

Monte. 'l'he patrol moved slowly, ntnyed close to the sides of 

the cliffs and tonk advantage of the little cover and conceal­

ment that existed. 

De1 l1:Ionte appeared to bo desert,ed. l\Jo activity was seen 

nor heard. Hopes began to rise that the tovm wn.s unoccupied 

because of the heavy shelling it had talrnn. \Vhen the c;roup 

arr brnd at o. point vrithin 50 yards of the i"irst builu:Lng, they 

spl:L t 1nto two oe_panrte purt ic:~, Olk; consiriting of' 4 men and · 

the ot,her of 5. 'l'he 5 man grou) dashed into building no.l ( see 

sketch no. 2) ; the other group rushed forward taking up ;.10s it ions 

at the YJ"est s:i.de ci:f bu:LldL1g no. 2. 'l'ho platoon leader took up 

a posj_tion from ·which he could control "both groups ( see X .on 

sketch no.2). 

Nothing happenod--all v,ms qu1.et. It soon became evident 

thn.t the eneray ·was unEn;rare that an attacking force v;as in his 

irnmed.iE1te area, also, he cl:i.d not lmow }.iaceratoia vms no longer 

o.ccupied by his troops. 'l'he men who had taken building no .1 

captured 8 Germans inolucling one lieL1tc~nant. One man 01· the 

group hurried the )risoners bac.lc to the I'efrnrved cell :Ln 

J.vlaceratoia. 

No sooner had he lert when all hell broke loose in Del 

Monte. 'l'he enemy had finally realized. the presence of our 

troops and irunediately began attacking the small group from 3 

direc·t ions; both flanks and frontally. It a_p)eared. as if maohlne 

gun f i:ce vnu; . coming :from 0verywlrn1·e as tl10 t:oe closed in to 

take the invaders. DefenrLLve positionu T.Jere taken up and fire 

11. 
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was returned to the enemy; but tho f'orce w:,~:·; ovurv1helming. 

Little could bo done to stop them. 1rhe 4 men in bui..lding no .1 

vrere co.mplet,oly boxed in by machine gun :Ciro; t.hcre wan no exit 

for· t.hern. '.they continued to I'etm:-n f'ire to tlle enemy 1'rom the 

doon:1 and. 1Nirn1ovm until the fJllemy :f:'orood thorn to su:c:cender. 

One of the Lien, }'fc .i:i'.ichard J. Kerrigan oi' _1)li:Lladelpl1ia, 

JJennsy1 vnnia, wr:-rn f:'1hot tln·ough the r i.::)1t r:;hon 1cler. He curae 

charg:i.nc; out of the l1owH~ :,croarai11g, tln·m·d.ng li:Ln r LJ'lc, helrnet, 

and cartr id.g0 t)el t to t:1.e ground, tl1011 mncle a mad dash :f'or 

Ntaceratoia. ApparGntly tho 0ner:1y ':-r-, s 1)arc.lyzed by tills action, 

an not a shot ,._rn:3 :f'ired. at the fleeing, W\")·11.nd(~d fH)ld.:i.er. 'l'he 

Ilont e v.rith the number of' 1i1cn o.n hand, culled for lLi.r: m.en to 

make a bI'co.k for t'taccJ·ato:ia, LJ; mon ')ore able to r;ot br=ick. 

11..rtillery and. ,,io:etn.:c f LTc no',i began to fall ovu:c the en-

ins the dr,Ji.rw.c·;c d:Lto.1.1 nncl did l1avo so.::10 covn:1:·; 1Lu.· 1~Nc)l', tllo ~3d 

nesu. 'l'heru vLn no alternative, for t]10 1st platoon; t,ilE:\'/ had 

· r J· ... · .·. ·'--· • 1 · ~ -J ·• :- ~ :L...l{:, t,0.1.lvl~1UCC., G.lC i}.1 _L ::~ OJlGI'S 1J e CrU1lU 1'~ e r1·Gl CS.'_ :i • One of our 1101.rnd-

l') . (·) .. 1~ 
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town. Al though the buj.ldings were badly battered, they did 

give ample protection f.'rorn enemy fire. During the remaining 

daylight hours the platoon 1rv;,s busy spot·ting enemy gun posi·~ions. 

They detected at this tihle the caves on the left flank and be­

low Del .Monte. 'l1his inform.at io!l vns sont baclc and direct tanlc 

fire wa,s brought to boar upon tl1e111. 

D:muediately after darkness, all of ..l!:asy and Geor·ge Gom­

panies closed into 11,1aceratoia, and the best _possible means of 

defense was set up. At 2200 hours that night, the gd and 3d 

platoons of Easy Company again' attacked Del Monte. A ha.rd fire­

fight developed as the enen~ stubbornly defended.his positions 

and little progress vms made. 'llhe platoons became disorganized 

and again the attaclc failed. Every man was cou_oletely exhaust-
-

ed by the fighting, but ..l:!:asy Colilpany again closed in on the 

area around l'/J.aceratoia to set up a semi-perimeter defense. •11he 

two couipanies c1ug in well around the town. .t:asy Company had 

two 9latoons dug in forward and to tlw left of wacere. to ia, with 

the support platoon in po Hit ion to the left rear of ·the two for­

ward platoons. CJ-eorge Company occupied the buildings and one 

platoon dug in to the r:Lc;ht of the tovim. 11·ox Company was in re­

serve taking up positions in the ravine south of' rf!.aceratoia. 

'l'hat night a new plan was made to attack over the raount;ain 

before daylight, 11 October, with the tvm leading companies a­

breas-t. Jfox Company was to move forward and occupy Mace'ratoia 

upon the departure o:r .l:!!asy and George companies. J:!:asy Company 

w1-.1s given the mim3ion of' taking 1Jel Monte, to clear the enemy 

from Del Monte ridge and to hold until further orders. G-eorge 

Company W8.S to take the church, cemetery-, the crest of the moun­

tain, and ·to con-tinue the attack. .l!'ox vompany was to pass through 

Easy Company to tlle right of vel Nionte and push for1,ivar·d with 

CJ-eorge Company on the right. 'l'he 1st Battalion was to attack 

13. 
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sbm1ltsneouslJ with the 2d Battalion. It was to Junh to the 

riglTt of' .L1'ormicht:J, c1e&r:l11e; the enoH(f :from the rir;ht slopes of 

the ra.ou1Ttain o.nd tlu-; valley below. Golilj)lete ;:ilans 'Jero made by 

all cori:-1.mn:Les. Hosul)1Jly 01' arnmuni t ion and rations vn:.is accom­

pLLnhed during the night. Patrols •:rere :-H:mt out to kee[) the 

enemy occnpiod above J'iiac01·t;.toia. 

'firnt n:i.ght at 0~5o0, 11 Octobol', both Ji~aay nnd George Gor:1-

panies received one of the stro1igest countoratt6cks ever directed 

' 
agaj_1wt the }Jattr:i.lion. (9) It wni, thm apparent that the u-er:inan 

A hect1e nir·ht battle began nnd co11tinued until c'lay·l:Lp;ht. 'l'he 

enemy had. moved ;11any n.nto:mat :Le vmapons t'OJ"/£ll't 1_ and rnt1_~}:'ied them 

on the ere i:t of' tho rao1mta 5.n abovo Hacc-n·n Lo :i.o.. 1r.ne1uy troorJs 

moved j_n f'rom JJel r1ontc n.nd oau;')Tb .'1:ac;J COJ1tpa11y llead-on, the 

mn·pri::,o olement llO\'f :i:'Gvuroci tho onmny. '.l'he e1rnIEf' ::: nove v1ns 

rio l'D.})id that there V;.:.l:: little tine to:c '.,'arninr:~ of the onco! :.ing 

a hail ot· loo.d :i.nto the village bu.Lo11. 'l'lle :.n·Lne :,1over ':,rrlich 

rrto ia '/r:0u; r:nt on fire b,t cm cnumy :1.ncu1(LL.u:·y r,;1'crnade. 'l'he 

the bui.J.dj.1.1 ·n. 

1rJ;1-e onci,l .. / ,_)twl10d hin at,tc ek w:L th full fury aHc1 n cleadly 

(9) A-'.:.i, p. 09 
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· rletermination to retake ll/Iaceratoia. .t~asy Company on tl1e lef't 

was compelled to give ground. 'l'he right portion of its line 

was forced back to the first building i.n its sector. 11..s the 

enemy moved to within 40 yards o:J:' this bu:LLding he began to 

blow in the walls v,dth .Panzerfausts--a u-erman sequel to our 

Bazooka. .Every doo1· and window in the village wa.s pourin5 out 

fire in the directi.on of the attack as rnpidly as the men could 

reload their weapons. 'l'o the •.veary soldiers it seemed as ii' the 

prime mover would never burn out. ·rwo hours of grueling right­

ing against morale breaking odds had passe~ before the atta.ck 

was finally repulsed. 'l'he German withdre1;11, but continued to 

harass the town from h:i.s dominati11g position. 

'l'HE l10 INAL ASSAU:Ur 

rrhe :1:'ollowing morning, 11 u ctober, the 1-1attalion attacked 

as previously planned, preceded. by the :rinest, co-ordinated 

artillery, tank, and rnor·tar barrag;es ever vritnessed. tlO) Easy 

Company, follmving the tank fire GXCeJ)tionally close, wo.s able 

to advance ric;t1t up to the clii'fs or uel Dionte. With 13azooka 

fire, it worked its way through the tov,m and oleo.red the enemy 

from the rnounta:Ln" ri.dge e:x:t,ending to the e'ast. one ,Jlatoon of 

l.ieorge Company scaled the sheer cl:i..:ffs, r,:achod the crest 01· the 

mountain, and occupied the cemetery ponitions of the onemy • .1-Ln­

other platoon immediately joined the fir13t and pushed on to clear 

'the enec,w in tho vie ini ty of the clmrcll. Af;ter this footnold 

wns gained, tl1(~ two platoons pushed on aga :Lnst strong enemy re­

sistance. 'l'he suppo1•t J)latoon or ll-eorge uornpany moved in and 

around the church. iJ·ox Corn.pany, fft:.ill in reserve moved into 

Maceratoia. 
C .} 

j ,. 

tl'he enemy made a grave mistal<:e which proved mos-t advantageous 

l 10) A-~'i, p. 89 
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to us--the at·tacker. ue left :,.1s ,:JOS.itions along ·tJ.10 crcnt of 

buclrnd a'.1ay J'rorn t.lrn c:eorit in ordo:c to get: raore cover :from 

art :tl.Lery :!:'iro, 'dll.Lch ··1c<r1 fj J:'alJ:Lnr; nlong hiEJ tor'.varcL po::-Jit1orw. 

ti:l'his inc.iclent cU~1.'Lnitely 1n·oves the v1c::.tlcr1Gs~; of a reven:rn slope 

de:rense). Becaw,C') of tJ1is O·eorge 0on1pany vmn able to ronch the 

r:-mmrnit 01· J!'Ormiclle. n .. fter ucorgo UoD11mny• s succesr3 tl1e enemy 

feverLshly COLlntorattac1rnd to regain his lost position. .ti:nemy 

self-propelled weapons and artillery began to shell the ueorge 

0ompany area. '.L'lrn chur·cJ:l collapsed causing ruany oacrna.Lt~ic3 in 

tl-ir, i-:n.wport ;.Jlntoon, including the company uomuiande:r. Through 

all o:i:' thifJ, u-eorge Company held tenaciounly to its gains in­

f'lict ing heu.vy cw.:1ualties 011 the counterattact-;:ing enemy. 

The Ger1nan continued to counterattacL:. !'ox Company vms 

orclered to move in bet,,.voen .l!:asy and George uom.panies. 'J.'he 

higher comu10.ndcrs vvere worried. They did not vmnt to lose .Monte 

li'ormiche by uerman co1mtcrat,taol<:~3; therefore, co,,11Janios i tern and 

Love or the 3d Battalion WBre attached to reconstitute a re­

serve and to give add:Ltional J)o\-.,rer to tlrn 2d JJat,talion which 

had al.L co:c,1panies conrr,ti ttod. \ 11) rrb.e 3d .battalion of the 3!:J9tl1 

Infantry \Ya,' also atto.cl1ed to the 3~38th ln:tantry at lf-500, LL 

October, to be used on Division order only. (12) 

The attaoJ:e continued vr:lth .t!'ox and ueorge uompanie s steadily 

LJUGhing 1'or,vard, dGSL)ite the enomy' s bitter rc[LLr:;t,,,ncc"• 'l'his 

_i)rogross persist,ed. until Clarh.:ness ac;ain :t·oroed t1rn uattalion to 

tal'Ce up a. de1·cnsi vc role. .Love company ;,1ove(l into )ooition in 

the vicinity ol ua Del 1.1onte ancl. 1.tom voHpany wn;,: used ror out-

1JCrnting the new1y \'7011 oo.ttalion t'ront • 

.Ln the valley to the :ci0nt 01· .1:rormiclie tl.10 lr:it .rmt.talion 
I 

(11) A-3, p. 89; ll2) A-5 
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had )11,-,l1nd ·1r)1·•-'t. 1 l ,·,··l(i ',,_,,., "t"l(" ·,·r·l·,·· ;,.,.1. l_.··1 .. ··1.·1,·, 
}: •a-l.,!_)-, .. \,.., '-• J_ .... .-,_, J.:.. {'_ .... .1 •"• T'• [.',.i.J- _ • ~~'..•••••• ~; I.}~. -- ~ ..__. .Uat; t:::, 1 :Lon 

u.u,;;u.(;cll. :Ln .1Jac:r:ulL1.lL: ,,. J.·.::_ :JDJ.all J' it:c-:C :1.t;11L s f lnrod UJ) along 

Uattaliun to tnke f.lont.c Della Vi::Jw, no:c-t,h of .L1'01'.c,.i ehG. '.L'he 

had to ho t·tJ.:.en. 

v.fi-1en ar tn:uu u:c litOu:ntu_in booomo:1 1u1.tnnablo, to fall baoL to the 

lWAL YJ .L3 11.J\!D CH 1 11' · 1: U _[;:fr·1 
.,_-.,.. u.,_.,., ... ~-·"-""· •• ---,-...,._.~----~ o.o--• ,• ._. __ ., ____ . ~ 

_,J:i.':Lnciple u-,, ·!Jo by-pu.rrn, uut-flnnJ;:, ::md cut.-oJ.'f ti1u onefny lrn'd-

over, c trou;11ff~rn1ccr:1 :tJoJ (i_cj,10.w1. a :froffLal at l~auk. If' the latter 

:L,s true, t}w ri1.w1.n.1 om1 011lf b,J ov:i.ctc,d by J.11:1.1·c1 wor~c. In this 

of t.he 1,1ountnin. 1YlcrnuHJ t}ic divL-d.on on thu left cLLcl not con-

'l'he ini t:l.al Jlm1 of c:rttac\: 'N,1 ~; goo(J_, c1(JlJlld th:Lnking but 

• t . J . a nev(:U:' 1mr e:c:uJ _ 1zc ·-. r·i:1110 rmcoec:;~:: in t,;ll:.:im.~ J\!nccrntota and ~he 

Oo,aipany ~Jinned d.own by en(:::r:rty f'iI'H dictated. u ne\·l .ulan of' action. 

If the Bc~ttjn.l:Lon lw.cl attuak:od. wi_t.ll tvro ooa~mn:i_efJ abreast 

over the barrcm torra:Ln the r·e:.:mlt vmuld undoubtedly haVt-:l been 

18 
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exceedinBlY heavy cusualties. 

PointrJ vwrth of eri tic.ism a:ce: 

L3t: the enen1y llnd partiuJ succeS[l :in h.Ls j_jJitia1 counter­

attack f'rom Del r:onte. 1l1he f'a ilure of the unit oommunde:es to 

organize alternnte dei:'eiwive ponitiorn3 and. consider counter­

attack capnbiLi.ties ol' the ene.r11y .mad.e this "partiGl" success 

_poss:Lble. 

,~d: In any o:i:':f'ensive action heavy ca1maltios must be ex­

poctc:id and adequate re1Jlacements should· be available. However, 

this 'NB-8 not true in the instance of the taking oi' Llonte .1rnrrniche. 

1I1hronghout the entire North A1Jennine uar1paign uni t::J had to 

launch their attacks v.rith greatly doJ)leted ranks. 

!::>d: Immed iat.ely upon t 110 capture of .Macerntoia a commu­

nicatio11 1 ine should have been establishecl vdth tlie Company 

u. P. at La Ca~mne. Because this was not done the 1st platoon 

v1as ·without any means o:f.' comrn:unicnt ion when its radio failed .• 

1:1th: The initial o:ttack on Del Nionte might llavo been 

successful if the 2d platoon of Easy Crn~any had reached 

lv1aceratoia as vms intended. Because with increased strength 

in the attacking force probabil:i.tj_of; are that Del bionte could 

have been held. 

Some of tho lessons to be lenrned from the North Apeunine 
' 

uampnign and Monte Della 1,·ormiclle are: 

1. In softe:ming u_p an enemy J)osition for the asfH:l.Ult he 

must b0 pounded unmercifully with artillery concentrations, 

bombing attaclcs, tank ancl tank <lostroyer fire, mortar barrages, 
, . "'" , .. - - - ~.. .', - . ,.~· , .. -·-e. ,.,. -~~. .. .---:.r_.~,- -_,_ ~·· • ' . 

.... _~,-,.,;,.-=--·-=---...... ,...=--·-· . ..-----"~---a.-·-~.·~• .. '- '· .... -- .. 

bazooka fire ,~.nq. J1~1;HS1.,GI'EolJ..cJ8,,El.~. All this must bo roll owed 
• C .... : • .-, .-.,~.;,--,•;.,, ·-~ ,:t-.~.·-- ";.. --- ~~ •,•T r-..-J!.·~·"' ~2~, • • .O • 

aggres13ively by infnntry. uoncentratious and barrages arEJ 01· 

no value in any a.':;t0:au.L t unleHn they al'e :t'ollowed clo::1ely onough 

18. 
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that the :fiI'e ha.s lifted. and comes ul) to man his e,1ms. 'l'he 

enemy vrill take 11:p the · sk. ck the moment he knows :Lt is there-­

you mus-b beat him to it. 

2. In moving up to take an enemy occu.Qied buLLding, toss 
----------.,,...~~----·'-1-.•-~~-'..n.,J'~~'-.,;.-._.~•-~---,, T.· ,·._:a••,;,·., •• ,., • .,_.•...._,,_a-_,-• .• ~·=••-••" • •,r,.. .... "F;"-:"- • c_.-:. ••""" •-•a "-•,-,.-.1,-.- • ~.' 

a hand erenade or fire a bnzooka 1~ound into the building • 
• '"'II;·;~ 

Inunediatoly after the explosion dash into the room '-:rith an 

automatic weapon blazing. riihis surpriBe action is almost al-

ways .succes.sf·u.1. 

3. In mountain fighting, t,he enemy usually set up his auto-
....____.<-~.-.... ~.,_,..;;~-~O:,.C, .. ""'4.,1·.......-;-...,.,,,.,...~. ·,.:s-,-._.,,,_..~,-lrc-,,i-_•_,•,•_.__,_-';~ ..... "-">'-·-~- =- '•i ~-~-·· ,=,- p,,-·.-•,0- ·"'' :...,,,, .. >"'·, •.-, ,• ~ -.-e,- ~- -,--- ;,.- ---··•.• "c"--,•-",'a=-W~"':'•-=> ·~'"-• ,• 

matic weapons and 1nortars to COiffi~J.and :t1·Et.~}~1,L~~,e~_l?.e:u}-lies, and 
·- ~-.i,i;......-1;..-riO~~~~.,,,.w-<-_J,. I.. ,' - -_, ' -----

ravines. However, by "riding tlle ridges" these points of re-

fns-Eanc-e mQ.y be by-pa~rnecl' out-t'lanked' nncl mopped UJ) later. 

Get the high ground first and this will take car·e of' ·the lo·w cround. 

IJ:. JJ:ndurance, phyf3ical ots.ra:Lnn,. ir; most esnent ial to the 
._.,,-_ = .. • ••.• _.. --· ·- "~.,_ • .. ,- '- : _·, "• -._ .. -~ --..... . ,., ... - -~--------;;;~--~~·* .. 

f"i.p;hti.ng man. L'lountain wnrfare does not involve any new basic 

pr· inc i :Jloa and in 1i1ost cases in Italy it did not re c1u ire specially 

trained troo_ps. But the terr·ain encountered in tlle nountains re­

g~ired men to undergo exceptional hardsttips and necessitated top 

physical condition. 

5. Unit co.rnrnanders must 0011:,,ider hun1an limitations. If the 
.r,•ji-.,.,a.,, • .,.. ..• c.•• '--·-·' 

terrain is steep and the going is co .. LJ.Jlicated by deep mud and 

lack of trails, the men o.re apt to lose contact. ~his especially 

applies to vrea})ons plutoons or lloavily loaded uni ts. 

6. Vifhenever u hasty defense is set up f'or the night and 

burnable :material as a haystacJ.:, vehiclo, builc1 L.1g, etc., is to 

your front, tie nn inconcliary r-sronade to it. Hun a 1Nire from 

the ~:iin of the greiwde to your position. :?lace _plenty 01' gun 

powder or _Jmvder increments around the mo.ter.ial. In t.?1e event 

of a counterattack at night pull the v.riro. 'l'he material will 

burn lighting up t,he area to your front uatchiug the enemy 

conwletely exposed. 
f'..'f') 
,,. '·d 
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7. During the training pl1ane, men must -~~-~ t_a_uf;~t that to 
~-·._......,.____.,_.w.:,,._.~---~~ .... ~,..._ ... ' . -.. ""·"""" _ce-.-:-·>'-~~----.·,-.-· -- , • ...,. .... ~-., ,J-< ~...,-~- -;-.... -•.• -.,+_-~·-···--~-·. 

bunch together is inviting casualties. ~his cannot be over 
•• ... ,,•,-,.--. ,> ..,,.,.,_~ ........ A'i:-;'•0~:.J-''"'"'-•'+-'"-L •. ;.,~ .... ,:=~·,,U,....-~ ,,, • ._.:-..,, ... ~·cr,C•~ •: ... ~, • ~- •,, 

erripliasized because if the men are alloued to do it in training 

they will do it in cornbat. 

8. 'l'he success of small units is still the baot:bone of 

victorious campaigns. 'J.'he oorollar•y 01· this is that the success 

of small units hinges upon the aggress tve lc')a.dEJrship of' its 

conL1anders--the ~ergeant, the Lieutenant. 

9. A reverse slope defense is only as good as tho time 
- _ .. ' ,..-_ - ..,..,- ... ----~. . - ,,__ ~. - ~ --. 

' • ~-c • • -~ •• • . -.- ~-,..,,., ... ~ -·- .. • .· . 

spent in constructing it. A hasty reverse slope defense will 

crumble rapidly in the face o:f:' a deteI'lained attack. 
\ 

10. Wil'e co;mnunicCttion in mountainous ten:ain is :i.na_dequate 
• .•• .~r•• •""'-.-'-0-'.J-'"•" • • • - • •"• < ·.• ·-"c · _·• '• .<; ..-.-,.~:.'_, __ ,-.,. ,., ,• .. ,-."··".'• i~i-S"""""c",'.-·-•• •. 0 • 

because of the t:U11e elen101rG involved in laying the lines. 'l'he 

answer to ·Lhit1 h; racUos v1liich have a longe1:· range anct g1'eater 

portability. 

11. Jvules euployed in mountain 'N"orfare, if placed under 

t,rn:Lned personnel, prove to be invaluable 1'or :JU:P ply nncl resupply. 
• ,...:. _,-- •· i_-;' .. " 0 0,L, ;..,,_ •• ,. S• :.:s•-: .- . 

12. out post ~Josi tions must be mutually supporting. A 
~.~f.-~.:-.....r_....~-: -.. -.•-·.--e--:<-. .l... ...... ~.-=--..--~- ....... -~.---~~-t,i--·--,•-.-,. •.,.·. ·---· ~ .• _. . . . . . . - --

covered route from the mltl)OSt, line to the rvJLH is most inportafft. 

13 • .!!;Very front line or 901::ition should have an alternate 
- ·'-~ _, ._;. .. 

. -,,·- -=,-, •• _,. 

line or _i;iosi t:i:on·:·-;:ver:i7111a'rJ. -riius:~ be ·fa1'~roughly br iered as to 

viii~t--'t~ do in the event of a couffterattacK und c1 withdrawal is 

necer:1si ta ted. 

14. Hidges continue to be the be::1t means of approach, 

especially at night. 

15. House:3 Bllould not be used for defEn~s,ive )}qsJ~~j.,9-___ rw .. i.f 
e;;,.• ..... _,.,_.,--c,.,..._,..,.,~~Ao"J-, ..... ._.,.,.,.,,~.~?:.M,~~~!!:~~;~~"1.r'<J ... ~,1,i["-}.,);,~.:~~~llt-~~<,!-V'.~,~">'w,j, 

it is possible to select other locations. Lf it is necessary 
... :c· ...... ··~'"'='l'··-ic,~_-=-":•·'"' ~-,--:r ""i,.-.a.,Cc,,'-''l;::~-,r-~~~.$~~~~ ~'o;-J,-_;:'+''o;'•_;..,:,;,-:,"-·<:,-_,,,.;o;;;;":C·_-• 

·to occupy a house every man must have a predetermined riring 

rJosition wrthin the house. l.Japturod bui.Lclinc;s are invariably 

s:-1.elled by the ene.my. 

20. 
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16. once an ob,jective hus beentaken, t.110 leading clements 

------~ ....... ~ .... :,,.,rJ ....... ---~·---..:._·--., •"•'· .,·•.Sc••""'~--~,....-,;:;... ..... ,.....,..,.., •. _•~._-"•'..:'. "":'';~''!-"~ "--<-:-,.~.,. .0 ,.....-__._., •,,,,,a , L 

must bo re'Tnrorced without delay. t'his is eSj.JGC :Lally true i1' 
-------....... ~~-- j ~-'iill":$r'IF:LJi __. :!/Pi~l9r~•:-o...,.J,;·H.:,',.·•.,, .. 

the objective r<H1uire:.,; a. larger 1·orce t~1an t.t1e cs.ptu.r ing unit 

to r:1.de quately ciefend it. 'l'he enemy vrilJ. execute deep, 1." lanking 

coun001'at;tucko to cut of'1:' any meanB of rein1'orcements; and at 

the same time launch a strong frontal attack to regain the los-t 

position. 

' 17. lf a E3lllal1 unit is t,o operate 500 -co 1000 yards in 

front of the next supporting unit, reserves mus_t_ bf bt",9l,l~ht up 

close enough so that the enemy cannot possibly cut the route ,, . ___ ,,,_ 

of approach to the objective. 

H3. (.:i-round once gained must be held. 
-~~~~-··.,;-~,;~.·..,,_;:'• ;sC.-:C".•',:.·.•c• .~l'r-'-r-•···~• • - _:--r:-,":. • :"r •• •- - • 

in m01.mtain 1-10.ri'o.re. 

20. ,Lt is most esr1011t.ial fo:r 01·r icers and non-corns to 

have a ba;:clic lu1ovJ10c1ge or artiLLer·y and art :1-1,Le;r'y f'irc adjust-•. '.•--·· -·' ··-· ----., ,-- - . 
• .............,.,......_.,c~..,.,-••••'.,,_~"_..,,..;;-"- ,.-,.' •'"' 

rnent. 
~;:i-,s,-~".,.J'-·> 

21. 1~ner11y vreapon:3 and. matc-n·ial must be destroyed upon 
--~M~~~[;,_,.._;,;...i:}oc-J.;.-";~~·..-, •··"'•:;,,~- •.•. • _-• ,·:. ~ ~;-.-'.::::>~ 0• -. 7-•,· · 

- .- ----.; .,._,,_ 

capture if evacuation is DrQossible. 

23. Orders must be obeyed oven i1' they_ a_Vi?~§:~' to be sense-
..___,_,;....._,,.. . .,._·- .. -- -

less. '1'here is reason oenind every one o!' tllem. _failure to 

obey may lead tot.ho sul'l'ortng of others. 

24. The training o:r s:m.a11 1mi"l~E 1·or inde})enclent ac·tion 

is verJ necessary • 
..... - . ,:·:t"- -:.·-' -::"'""" -... ·~·--··· c- ;_ -· ·.'_;::; ,,... , • -

25. ~~ontal attacks should be avoidea unless they are 

BJibsoluteJ.y os;:rnntial to the success of' the operation. 

26 •. eracticul.Ly al.L lessons _,J..earned. on !'he. ri.Q,JJ.t .. ,.01· battle 
~~;.-r,~-~'''""--~",i:i,-';rii~.r(-t.,,a"'";J.·i:.-·.-:r :..._!!'....---, .•. --~· "'" '~-.: ·-·-··,,...- .,.. . ...._...._., ___ ._-. ,.a;y,:.,,~o1-=,~-~::c,;,,,,.,~.' ---~~··:·r,,_•i-~.-.;.~ .... ~~"'°"'~""' 

only em1)1lasL:;u the teachings found in f'ield manuals. }!;very time 

a cardinal rule is broken a casualty result.s. 

21. 2? 
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