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TR QFRRATICHS OF 2D BATTALION, 38811l INP., (851H INF, DIV.)
TN TAKING M. DELLA FORGILCHE, IPALY, 10-13 0CT. 1944
’ (HORTY AVENNINE CALDATCH)
(Personal experience of a Rilfle Platoon Leader)

INTRODUCYTON

This monograph relates the action of the 2d Battalion,
358th Infantry Regiment, 85th U.3. Infantry Division, in the
capture of . Della Formiche, 10-13 October, 1944, during the
North Apennine Campaign iu Italy.

After the féll of ﬁome, the rifth Army pushed north against
a‘strong, well organized, determined rear guard action of the
eneuy, 1The general consensus to every Tightiing man wag that
~the next major eneny stand wonld be made somewhere along the
North Apennine barrier stretching from the Tyrrhenian HSea to
the Adriatlc north of WFlorence. ‘his ghortly became known fnrough~
out the world as Lthe German Gothic Line.

Wver since the Allies first landed in Italy the CGerman had
been developing this natural defensive pogition, sccelerating
the pace of his consbruction aiter the tall of Rome. 'Lhe German
had reinforeed this sosition wiﬁh a Tormidable chaln of care-
fully sited roek hewn pill boxes and bunkers, exbensive wire en-~
tanglenents, mioe rields and bank obstaclen, all integrated into
the rugeed, mountainous terrain whlch rose Lo elevatlons o & to
4 thousgand fTeet above sea level.

The mission of the yifth and ﬁighﬁh Armies was to break
through the Gothlc Line, exploit this break~thfough and debouch
into the Po Valley plains. At dawn 10 Septenber, after a long
pause to regroup and to vreépare an offensive, #1fth Army launch-
ed its drive to piercg the highly vaunted line. ‘Ihe American
Two Cdrps bore the brunt of the assault, striking the line
with three divisilons along the axis of the #lorencc-Bologna

highway. ‘Ihis highway was kaoovm as hizhway 65.  ''he battle for
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the Gothic Line, like the Gustav Line Cambalgn in Southern Italy
the previous winter, resolved itself into a series of hard fought
actlons fbr dominating mountein leatures which formed the key
poilntg of the enemy defense. (1)

Beyond the tothic Line, the German had Forty miles oi noun-
tainous terrsain to defend berore the allies could deoloy their
mizght on terrain wore sulted for ollfensive warfare, pany cross
compartments afforded the eneuy excellent defensive uogitioné
and many of them were ag Tormldable as the initlal line itself.

ST BREAITTIROUCH

On 18 Sewptember, the tothic Line was shattered. ‘rhis event
occurred only after some of the severent Lisxhtling ever encounter-
ad in lbaly had taken place. Ag days went on and the Apennineg
began Lo appear endless, 11 seemed that the entirve mountain
range o the north misght be called the wothic Line., %Whatever
the name, 1t blocked the ﬁay to the Ko Valley and it wag toward
that reolion thalt the Allies now dlrected their micshty offensive
Torces. Nevertheless, in nleasling conbroast with the Tirat week
of.fimhting, the advance was now progrossing wwith what apoeared
to he remarkable speed; with as much asg btwo miles being covefed
in one day. ({(2)

Initially the cneny was ﬂomewhat.digor@auized, but they
goon began Lo wake use of cvery advauntasze the terrain atlforded.
neny reinforcemenlts were swoving un constantly. 'he 85th Di-
vigion was owposcd by the German 4th Parachute Divislon duriag
the firgst bten days of fishting., #rollowiinyg this perilod, clements
ot the 562@ "Greiner™ Diviaslon, miscellsneous uanits of the
715th Infantry Divislon, aud olements ol the Lebhy Bricade mode

their avocarance.  (8)

(L) A=1, p.45; (2) A=-2, p.81; (B) 4-2, p.6l.
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Many mountaln magses were to come into the line of advance_
of the 8bth pivision. Some of these were Monte Atuzzo, Color-
etta, Canda Bibele, Formiche, Lonterenzio, iano, Castelvecchia,
Costellaro, and many others,

1o OBJ BCT IV

The specific mowntain mags ol which [ am writing is monte
Della Formiche. (=) This mountailn was a part of one of the
german secondary defensce lines and charactoerized by belug ege
peclally formidable because ol the gtecp c¢liffs which fell from
all sides except the north. It wag doubly important for the
eneny to hold Formiche since it comuanded highway 65 in the sec-
tor of the bivision on the left, as well as the Idice valley
road. Furthermore, it arfforded complete observation over the
entire area for a distance of 6 miles to the socuth (see sketch
no.2). (5)

T'he 24 gattalion ol the 3358th Infantry Regiment, 83th bi-
vigion, was asgligied the task of wresting this ceritical terrain
feature flroi eneumy handg. 'whis Battalion, belng in reserve at
the time, wag following closely benind the 3d patitalion of the
same Heglment which wos doggedly fighting forward to egstablish
a npecified line of departure through which the 24 Battalion
was to pass in ils attack, (6}

Below ponte lormiche, the terrain was very hilly and there
was little opportunity for cover and concealment Tor the two
pattalions while moving Torward from one hill to the next. In
view of thig, and the fTact that the enemy-had excelient obser-
vatlon, the 34 sattalion's progress was sxcecdingly difficult.

Iln addition, the enemy not only used delaying tactics, but

{4) konte - Italian Tor mountaiun; (95) A-2, p. 8l; (6) A-4, p. 96
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stubbofnly reslisted every foot of the advance by machine gun
fire, sniper tire, small arms fire, and wmortar and artillery
barrages. kvery hill, ridge 1ine,.and bullding wng utilized
by the enemy as strong points. po ground was given up to the
attacker without contest. (7)

During the nisght, 10 Ucﬁober, the 4d sattalion had accom-
olished its assisoned mission of establishing a line of departure
for the 2d pattalion. 'he 3d pattalion was to remaln in its
pregent position and be prepared Tor opercltlons to the right
of monte Formiche. (8) Combat patrols were sent out during
the night and countact was made with the enemy aloﬁg the entire
Regimental front. However, the patrols became heavily engaged
and were driven back bto our lines by intense machine gun and
mortar fire. ‘'he enemy appeared to be exiremely sensitive and
responded readily to every move made by the Torward companies.

WY TFORT IXTCATTONS AND THRIGA TN

Directbly before the cliifs of sonte Della wormiche the

terraln was exceptlonally sinooth, sloping gently to the south
)

approximetely 1000 yards, and ags barren as a golf course alr-
way. Hveryone of the 24 Battalion had a heavy heart for the
Jjob looked impogsible, 'Whe summit of the mountain rosge to
approximately 2040 feel above sea level. The German had for-
titied the forward slopes with cleverly camouflaged gUn el
plaoementg, all carefally gited to give firefields of fire down
the slopé.. ¢n the swunillt of the mountain, heavy caliber
machine guns, as well as amaller caliber weapons, were »laced
covering the frontal aresa with plunging fire. whe valley be-

Low wag studded with "Shu" end picket mine fields covering the

most logical avenues of approach.

(7) A=4, p. 94; (8) A-~4, p. 97,
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lmmediately below the sheer clif'fs and about three~fourths
of the way up the mountain lay the l1ittle town of maceratoia,
To the left rear on the crest lay the town of Ca Del monte,

At the Dbase ol the cliff's below bel Lonte were muerous.
caves. ‘thege caves sfforded the enemy excellent firing positions
covering the approaches to the buildings of Del lonte. The Del
lMonte ridge dropped off to the northwest falling gradually in-
to the valley below {see sketch no.z2).

/

PLAW Ol ATTACK

The 24 Battalion's Inltial plah waa to attack in a column
of companies {a formation often used in the Ltalian Canpaign)
with the firsit objective being the village of Del ijonte; from
therc to push to the north with two companies abreast, cutbing
in behind the mountain. *“he lst Battalion was to push up the
Ldice valley to the right of the objective. 'I'me combiined
action of the two battélions was to outflank the mountain crest
and finally clear it of the enemy from the uorth. Lue to the
barren terrain before the sheer cliffs of wormiche, there was
no cover ITor maneuver. ‘Yhig, thereiore, appeared Lo be the
only Loglcal plan of attack. #asy Coumpany was to lead, fol-
lowed by George Company with rox Conpany in reserve,

ln support of this contemplated attack, tanks were moved
forward to the ridge along the lLine of departure, taking hull
defilade positions and were to I'ire directly into‘the buildings
of maceratois and bDel ionte. Division Artillery was to {ire
_"time—on-target” fire into the same two villages, 4.2 Chemical
Mortarg were to cover the rear areas ol the mountain, and Can-
non Company was to cover the crest, shitting their fire ag di-~

rected. ‘Lhe 8lmm Lorbars of the 24 and 3d pattallions were to

fire a covering smoke sereen, il necessary, for the attacking
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forces. All of the aforementioned Iires were to be ready to
fire oun call.

vue to the fact that the enemy controlled Lhe ground a
foot reconnaisance wag impossible, therefore, on 9 vctober,

a Tield glasses and mep reconnaisance was made. It was de-
cided to_attack Maceratolia from the left r'lank., 4 small
drainage diteh wag detected running southwest of maceratola
to The Valiéy below, a distance of approximately 1000 yards,
which afforded the only cover, nmeager as it was, in the en-~
tire area (see sketeh no.2).

At 0550, 10 October, Item Company was successiul in
taking La Casone on the Regiment's extreme left flank. ‘'I'wo
platoonyg of pasy Company proceaded Lo La Cagsone to relieve
Ltem Company. ‘Lhe attaclk on uél Monte was to be. launchsed from
this point at 0600 hours. +inal plans were formulated as fol-
lows: The lst platoon of masy Company was to lead the athack,
with the misglon ot taking maceratoiam. Lthe 24 and Sd‘platoons
were Lo follow, pass through the lst platoon at maceratoia, and
attack vel lHonte.

THE ATTACK J

Prior to daylight the lst platoon with a strength of 18
men moved out of La Casone, crossed over the open ground under
the cover of darkiness, and reached the atorementioned drainage
diteh., The formation taken up at the diteh was a column of
ggquads with each man directly behind the other on his stomach.
The desgired element ol gurprise forced all the men to creep
and ecrawl Torward in the direction of tie objective--waceratoia.
‘hrough SCR 536 radio commnication, the Company tonmmander was
contacted and notlfled of the vlatoon's position. as the platoon

moved rorward, this conbact wag maintained. at 0800, the support-
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ing weapons began to 1ay down their devastating fires on their
sslgned ftarget areas.

paylight woa slow in coming because ol a heavy fog wilch
obscured the ares f[rom enemj obgervation: Lt did not takxe the
eneny long to sense the oncoming abbtack although their oboervaw-
Ctilon was greatly reduced. ‘Yhey began to cover the Torward
slopes o the mountain with concentrations of mortar and ertill-
ery fire, mogt of which was inefiective ag it cleared bLhe ditch
by a considerable distance.

speed in progress was most dirvticult fTor bthc lst viatoon
for the ditech was extrenely muddy and varled rrom only 2 to 4
feet in width and depth. Lo the men it seemed the slushy, shal-
Low ditelh extended Tor miles instead ot Jjust a mere 1000 yards.
1The lst platoon moved on as rapidly as »ossible, spurred by the
arevailing thouszat ol reaching the objéctive hefore the fog
lifted. As they‘neared saceratioa all atteupts to contact the
2d platoon bY radio Tailed. in splte of this the lst platoon
continued to move forward.

0830 arrived. Thé platoon was in posilion to assault the
objective. pBayonets were f(ixed and Tinal instructions lssued.
‘the platoon was tien broken down into 3 six-man sduads. #sach
gquad wag assigned a portion of the small cluster of buildings
in Maceratola and were to move in from thie west and gouth., <Lhe
platoon leader radiloed the vompany Uommander and. requested that
the artiilery and tank flre be shifted from maceratola to va Del
Monte and to the church at the sumait of the mountain, all
fires shifted as reguested, and without a moment's hesitation
the assault began with each squad dashing for 1ts assigned sec-
tor firing thelr rifles as they speedily closed in on the obs
jective.

maceratola was ours. ‘the attack had been guccessful and

12 | in




one bhing had aode 16 go--moriinws une oF suoorting

{}

artilierey
fire. Whe 1st olatoonr hed Collowed LU very closely and ugon.

tho Llitdiiy of fire had ansaulted the enciy positions belore.

the onexmy counld zet hipg head up so firs hisn wogon--coanie
S0 0L ¢ had bheoi andlined,

In Mocewatola the lat plateoon had captburccd 1 prinle .wover,

Y

Loanti-tank sun, 4 aachine guns, aud 19 srisoneryg,  Yhe prelson-

wmed, reorched, end some of then guestioned.  'They
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woers bhen horded into o larpe roop, the door closed behind thu

-

and securely bolted. Here he risoncrg vere le™h an o man

T

conld be sparced o suard tham ond 1T wan deomed shabt bhe risk
Lo our ovwil men ia sendiigg bhom bock g Loo great aas the ro-
tecbing fop hod Litted.

Tmediately the wlatoon took up posgitlous in and around
the bulldings of the town;  the Company Comxander was given
the Tollowinyg messase, "Objective token, no casualbtics, have
19 prigoners.™ The Compaiy Commander, Lieuﬁénan*'ﬁilliaﬁ (e
Coblin ol trankiort, lentucky, a bold wnd agyressive oflicer,
replied that he was leaving La Gasone enroute o thoe objective
and that he wanted the lat platoon Lo conbinue to Del konte,
Atter weceiving thio onder, radic conbact with overyone was
lost for the Llgt platoon.

Little activity took place durliy the next 20 minutes, ex-
cept for light onemy morbar fire falling around tine area to our
rear and i the vieinlty of La Cunone. CQur éwn sunoortlng fires
contiaued Go fall on the crest ol Koruiche arcund tle church
and to the lelt of el lionte,.

p b

Plans Tor bhe attack on Del donte were begun by the lsgt

platoon leader. Soeme of bae prisoners, wien gquestloned, re-

véuled that the Del Lonte ridue g held by one reinforced comn-

nany of Infantry. It wia decided Lhat mMocoratoin could nolt be

10, | 11
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left undeiended ag the 19 prisoners were still there and the
24 platoon of Bagy Conpany had net yet arrived., "Ten men of
the platoon were to remain in liaceratoia. The remaining.8,
pilus the platoon leader, were to move Torward [for bpel Monte.
The route of advence was along a trall frou Maceratoia to Del
Monte., ‘Ihe pabrol moved slowly, stayed close to the sides of
the cliffs and took advantage of the little cover and conceal-
ment that existed.

Del ionte appearsed to be deserted. No activity was seen
nor heard. Hopes began to rise that the town wag uncccupied
because of the heavy shelling it had taken, When the group
arrived at a point within 50 yards of the I'irst bullding, they
spllt into two separate partles, dne.consisting of 4 men and
the other of 5., 'The 5 man grouy dashed into building no.l {see
sketeh no.2); the other group rushed forward taking up positions
at the west gide of building no.2. The platoon leader took up
a pogition from which he could countrel bLoth groups (see X on
sketch 1n0.2}.

Nothing happened--all was guilet. Tt soon became evident
that the enemy was upaware that an atlacking force was in hia
immediate arvea, algo, he did not kinow baceratola was no longer
qccupied by his troops. ‘'he men who had ltaken building no.l
captured 8 Germans including one lieutenant. One man ot the
group hurried the prisoners back to the reserved cell 1n
Maceratoia,

No sooner had he left when all hell broke loose in Del
Monte. 'The enemy had finally realized the presence of our
troops and imnediately began attacking the small group from 3
directions; both flanks and frontally. It appeared as 1f nachiliae
gun Tire was . coming from everywhere as the oe closed in Lo

take the ilnvaders. Defensive pogitions were taken up and fire

1l.
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was returned to the enemy; but the
Little could be done to stop then.

ﬁere completely boxed in by machine
theit.

for “they continued to reburn

force wan overwielming.
The 4 men in building no.l
sun fire; there was no exit

fire to the enemy from the

doors and wilndows until the onemy forced thcm to surrender.

One of the nen, Pfe Hichard dJ.

Pennsylvanla, wag

charging out of the bhouse screaming,

ashot throush bhe risht shounlilder,
L) [

KYerrigan of Philadelphis,
He came

throwing hin rifle, helnet,

and cartridge belt to the ground, then made o mad dash for

Maceratolia.
aas nobt a chot was Tired at the

platoon leader, reallwuing bhat it v

lionte with the number of @men o
malke a braak for kacoratola, 4
Artillery and nmoybtar fliro

ire Torward slopes o the mownbain,
tire forward slopes of the mountain

V.2

and sbrafed with aelhiine oun Sirc

Ltadln and from the lofth Clas

L]

]

ing the drainage ditely and ddd hawve

platoon Gay

and brisd despevately bo dig i

ol

Tvery wove they aade

r N

tir Del
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New crders ware racelved by

at all cosh and the romoinder of Hag

oany was to close in that nisht on tho

nes here @ no alternative for
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witndrar L oy

to hold Maceratolia i
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ing continued, the

ed men sat
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the piatoon took defcugive oooltlong
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Apparently the enermy wn

Tleelng, wounded soldéier,

n hand,
men W

nov began Lo

i

it out on the open torraln,
TSN
cold e elearly
thae latb

]
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srinonerg hecnuae resbles:s

guard at the bolbed door aud bhe

b

paralyzed by thls action,
‘L'he

meosaible to take Del

]
£

called for his men to

arae able bto =et bhack,

#ell over tho ei-

Maceratolia
o1

snoitions aton the moun-

e 2d platoon had been rollow-
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gome covar; howovoer, the Id

coaplebely exoosed

0 it the noed seound,

e
FEC
Loy

chaerved [romn Haceratola,

LIONDE .

1.

slatoon to hold #Maceratoia

o Loinpany auad George Ui

undar cover ol dnrx-

tihe platoon; they had

inpossible. As the shell-~

One ol our wound-

vemining 14 men of

viibhin the bulildings of the

v
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town. Although the bulidings were badly battered, they did

give ample protection from enemy Tire. During the remaining
daylight hours the platoon wig husy spolbting enemy gun positbions.
They detected at this time the caves on the left flank and be-
low pel Moute., This information was sent back and direct tank
fire was brought to bear upon bhen,

Imediately after durkness, all of #agy and George Com~
panies closed into Maceralola, and the best possible means of
defense was set up. AT 2200 hours that night, the 24 and 34
platoons of Basy Company againéattacked Del lionte, A hard fire-
fight developed as the enemy stubbornly defended his positions
and little progress was mede. The platoons bhecame disorganized
and again the attack falled., Hvery man was coipnletely exhaust-
ed by the fighting, but Hasy Company again closed in on the
area around maceratoia to set up a genmi-perimeter defense. 'T'he
two cowpanies dug in well around the town. lagsy Company had
two platoons dug in forward and to the left of macerétoia, with
the support platoon in position to the left rear of the two for-
ward platoons. George Company occupled the bulldings and one
platoon dug in to the right of the town. rox Company was in re-
serve taking up positions in the ravine south of maceratoia.

That night a new plan wag made to attack over the mountaiﬁ
before daylisht, 11 October, with the two leading companies a=~
breast. Mox Company was to move Torward and occupy maceratoia
upon the departure'of Kagy and George'Uompanies. sasy Company
We S giﬁen the mission of taking bel Monbe, to clear the enemy
from pel Monte ridge and to hold until further orders, George
Company was to take the church, cemetery, the crest of the moun-
tain,'and to contlnue the attack, rox Company was to pass through
Easy Company to the right of' pel Monte and push forward with

ueorge Company on the right. The lst Battalion was to attack
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simultaneously with the 2d Battalion. It was to push to the
risht of IFormiche, cleariiag the enewmy from the risht slones of
the mountain and the valley below. UComplete plaﬁs were made by
all companies. Resuponly of ammunition and rations was aceoli-
plished durlng the night. Patrols were send out to keep the
eneny occupled above maceratola.

LT ERERY COUITDERATTACKS

That night at 0350, 11 CGetober, bobth Basy ond George Vo=
panies received one of the sbrongest counterattacks ever directed
agalinat the Batitallon. (9) It was then apparent thét the German
congidered fMonts Formiche one of the key goints of his delfense.

A hectic nisht battle bepan and coubinued until daylight. The
enemy had moved aany ausomalbic weapons forward and massed them
on the crest of bhe mountain above HMacerntolo., Enesmy Lroops
moved in from bel mkonbe and caught Kacy Company head-on, tiwe
surprise element how Fovored the cuely. ‘fhe sneny!'s Wove was
so ranid that there warn Little time for warning of the onconing

counteratbneik., ooy Companyt's ouwboost Lline wag driven hack.

the encmy abdbomnblce wonpons above mucoratola ogencd up, vouring

W
a hall of lead into the village bolow. 'I'hne orime mover which

had been cantured and porked along glde the builldings in jacen—

atola was gelb on fire by an enciy lncendlary srenade.  The
burning vehicle illuminoted the entirve btown, making 1t doubly
Airficult for bhe delfenderas-~lthey were in the Li-ht while the

-
I

anemy was lying cround and above the foun in the davknead,
Grenndos seomad Lo he comian from eveorovhere.,  UiTle reonades

vora Tired Lhrowsh the wrindows snd doown ond eroloded within

14, 1
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determination to retake maceratola. Hasy Company on the left
wags compelled to give ground. 'the right portion of its line
Wa.5 fofced back to the first bullding in its sector. as the
enemy mnoved to within 40 yswrds of this buiiding he began to
blow in the walls with Panzerfausts--a German sequel to our
pBazooka. Bvery door and window in the village wasg pouring out
fire in the direction of the attack as rapidly as the men could
reload their weapons. Yo the weary soldiers it seemed as it the
orime mover would never burn outb. Two hours of grueling Iight-
ing agalnst MOrale breaking odds had passe&'before the attack
wag finally f@pulsed. ‘the German withdrew, but continued to
haraas the town Trom hls dominating position.

LN TNAL ASSAULT

The following morning, 1l October, the pattalion atitacked
ag previously planned, préceded by the tinest co-ordinated
artillery, tank, and morbar barrages ever witnessed., (10) Easy
Company, following the tank fire exceptionally close, was able
to advance right up %o the ¢liffs or pel lonte. With Bazooka
Tive, it worked ite way through the town and cleared the anemy
from the mountain ridee exbtending to the east, One slatoon of
ueorge Company scaled the sheer c¢liffs, reached the crest of the
mountain, and occupied the cemefery positiocns of the onemy. AN
other platoon immediately joined the first and pushed on to clear
the enesy in the vicinity of the courch. After this foothold
wag gained, the two platoons pushed on against strong eneny re- ;
gistance. The support platoon ol George Company moved in and
around the church. FOX'COmpany, still in regerve moved into

maceratolia, ’

“he enemy made a grave mistale which proved most advantageous

(10) A=3, .89
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%o us--the attacker. ue lelft nisg sosltions along tic crost of
the wountain, manned by scattered troops, while the malin body
backed away Trom the crest in order bto got ﬁore cover from
arbillery fire, wiich was Falling olong hils Torward positions.
(This incideunt definitely proves the weakness of a reverse slope
deiense). DBecausc of this George vompany was able to reaoch the

summit of rormiche. after veorge Comwanyrs success bhe enciy

feverishly counterattacied bto regain hlis lost position. Hneiq
>

self-propelled weapons and artillery began to‘sheli the veorge
vompany area, ‘the church coliapsed dausing many casualties in
thn gupport platoon, including the Company vomuander. rhrough
all of thls, usorge Company held tenaciously to its gaing in-
flicting heovy casualtles on the counterattacking ecnemy.

the German continued to counterattack, Fox Company wasg
.ordered to move in beltween wasy and Georze vouwpaiies. ‘'he
higher comumanders were worried. ‘hey did not want to loge monte
Formiche by German countsrabtitacks; therelore, companles iftem and
Love ot the 3d sBattallon were attached to reconstitute a re-
gerve and to glve additional power to the 2d pattalion whiech
had all coupanies comaitted. (11) The 3d pattalion of the 839th
Infantry was also attached to the 338th Infantry at LHBO0O, 1L
Vetober, to be used on vlvision order'only. {12)

The attack continued wilth rox and ueorge vompanles steadily
cashing forward, degpite the enemy's bitter redlstrnce. dhis
pfogress pergisted untlil darkness agnin forced the pattalion to
btake up o detensive role. Love Uompany moved into pogition in
the'vioinity o Ga Del ronte and lbem vompany was used I'or out-
pogting the newly won pattalion I'ront.

Ln the valley to the right of roridche the lst pattallon
7

(11) A-3, 0. 89; (12) A-B




had pushed noxbh and wss neorly on Line with thoe 24 patitslion

E

and SHYCh Indfantry on the wisht,.
buring the walght of 11 Ocbober, both sldes weré achlively

in patrolling wud small five-Pights Tlared un along

the entive Regiumental Xront. AL 0600, 12 October, whe abtack

o

vias aoaln reswiced with bhe 84 Battalion pasaing dthroush Lhe 2
Batbalion to bake Monte Della Viene, north off rormiche. 'he
atbacking babialion had adveanced only a short distance beyond

rormiche when 1t becaitle qulte evident that onother "TFormichet

had to ho boalken.

The gocceassiul termaination ol this enqacexncnt woas Tollowed
by the choracteristic maneuver of the german in Toaly. That is,
witen ar orea or mounbtain bDecomen unbtenable, to Tall back to the
next Tavorableo devensive poslitlon and to wall for the Allies

bo agalia preos

13 AMD G UG L

In studying this oserablon it is easily =een thab the
migsion gilven the 24 Battulion was most AifTicult. “Yhe cardinal
Jeineiple ig ©o by-puss, oub-flank, and cub-olf Lhe oneiyy how-
gver, clircwanvaices Aoy commnd a Troatal attack. I the latiser
1g true, the sncuiy can only be evieted by hard work. In this
narbicnlar aetion 1t wan not Teacible to maasuver o the left
of the mountalin bocauss bhe division on tWe lelt did not con-
trol the Lerrain as far forﬁard an bhe S23th Infantry.

Whe luitial vlan of abbtack wag good, sound thinking but

M
never materislized. The success ik takiug paceratoia and the

failure 1o taking Del tonte with the romailnila: olatoous of Hasy
Company pinned downl by enemy five dlcbated a new olan of actlon.
- J o
T the Battelion had attacked with two componies abreast

over the barren berrain the resullt would undoubtedly have been

18
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} exceedlingly heavy casualties
Points worth of criticism are:
1st: the enemy had parbisl success in his iunitial counter-
attack from Del ronte., The failure of the unit comumanders to
/ organize alternate defensive positions and consider counter-

atback capabilities of the enemy made thig "partial™ success
posalble,
od:  In any olfensive action heavy casualtles mist be ex-
pected and adeguate replacements should be available, liowever,
this wag not true in the instance of the taking of donte rormiche.
Throughout the entire North Apennine Campaigsn units had to
iaunech their attacks with greatly depleted ranks |
B3d:  ITmuedlately upcon the capture of Maceratoia a comu-
nication line should have been established with the Company
C.Pe at La Casone, Because this was not done the lst platoon
was without any meang of communication when its radio failed,
4th: The initial attack ol Del Monte might have been
guccesglful if the 284 platoon of Easy Conpany had reached
Macerabtoia ag wes intended. DBecause with lincreased strength
in the attacking force provabilities are that Del lionte could
have been held,
LIESS0NS
Soime of the lesgons to be learned frpm the Morth Apeunine
Gampaiagn and Monte Della lrormiche are:

1. n sofbtening up an eneumy vosition Tor the asgssault he

e

must bc poundod unmerclJully w1th qulllCJy concenty ations,

bOHbLDb dttuCh%, Lunh und Lduk do Lroyer ilr 3y m07tar barrq €8,
bazooha flr@ und hdmd N;@ggggg, All this mugst be followed

aggressively by infantry. Concentraticus and barrages are ol
no value in any assault unleass they arve tollowed clog sely anough

so bthat the riflenman cen cleose wibh the enemy before he realizes

193




that the Tire has lifted and comes up to man his suns,  ‘ihe
ehemy will toke up the -sleck the moment he knows it is there—-
you wmust beat him to 1t,

Za in moving up bo take a enamy oocualed buL?dan, toss

- EPE Y R R I S R -t %
a4 hand grenad o1 Tire a bazooka round into the building.
v :
Tnmediately alter the CAplOSlOH dash into the room with an
b b Syt TS one e e AR P G e £ e e

avbomatic weapon blazing. This surprise action is almo 4 al-

o o Lo T

ways successful,

d. In mountain fighting, the enemy usually set up his auto-

I G e, T e
o e 5 M S P e o T s .

"allu, deeo gulll es, and

T e A £ g e Y e P S vt

matic WGuPOﬂS dnd mortarb to comi

P B

RLiminen

L [
ravines. Hnwevcr by "riding the ridges" these points of re-

Figtance may be by-passed, out-flanked, and mopped up later.
Get the high ground first and this will take care of the low ground.

4, hnduranoe, th 10&1 staming, is most essential to the

SPPORTRNERIS B

z. . . - .

Tighting man. mountaln warfore does not involve any new bhasic
e

princivles and in most cases in Ttaly it did not require specially

trained troops. But the terrain encountered in the nountaing re-

quired men to underge excepbional hardships and necegsitated top

physical condition.

5, Unit comnandef must connlmer hunaﬂ leltdthDu. If the

r..

l

terrain iL gtoep and the going ig CO‘pllCdtLd by deep mud and
lack of trails, the men are apt to lose contact. 'hig especlally
applies %o weapons platoens or hoavily loaded units,

6. Whenever a hagty defense ig set up for the night and
'burnéble meterial as a haystack, vehlcle, building, etec., is to
your front, tie an incendiary grenade to it. Run a wire from
the cin of the grencde to your vosition., Place Dlenty ot gun
bowder or powder increments around the material, In the event
of a counterattack at night oull the wire. The material will
burn lighting up the area +to your front catehing the enemy

coipletely exposed.

:Lg.
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'eupec1d11y —b nlght.

7 Durlng the tralnlng pna $en_muut be tau nt that to

e o Ay i AT PR

bunch. together 1s lHVLLlQé casualties this cannot bhe over

R R TR T S L A S Ay g

empha31éed because if bne men are dllOUGd to do it in training
they will do 1t In coubat.

8, "Whe success of small units is Sbill the dethﬂ@ of

a2 i 2 b 37 T TR il et

vietorious c;noalyns. the corollary oi thls ig that the guccess

— szt i

of small units hlnges upon the aggressive leadership ol its

comanders-~the Sergeant, the Lieutenant.

9. A Teverse sloao delense 1pvonly as good a thg LLme

A

spent in con Lructhw 1t. A hegty reverse siope deiense w1il

e

crumble rapidly in the face of a determined attack.
\

10. wire communication in mountainous texxyaln is inadeguate

becausge of the tine element involved in laying the lines., ‘Yhe
answer to Uhis 1ls radios which have a longer range and grestber
portability.

1l. muleg omploygd in mountaln uurfare, if placed under

B R L

s e b

LraLuod QGTSOHHGl pfove to be 1nv luable Tor supply and regupply.

R

12. ovutpost ﬂOthlOﬁo must be mutualLy supporting. A

ecu i u s TR e e et

covered route Ifrom the outpost line to the MLR is most imporbant.

.

13. svery froat line or position should have an altﬂrnﬂte

e e L Lt AT i i bl

Line or QOSLt§Oﬂ. myary man musb be Lhorougnl bri Igd as to

what to do in tno event of a counteratitack and a withdrawal is
necegaltated,

14, Hidge“ conbgnuc to be the best meansg of dppdech

P e e T . . S L

15, Houges hould nob b used for dcfgn31v

PR

> pogitians if .

L

it is DOSSlble to select other locations. Lf it 1s necessary

R T N g S e S e

te ocoupy a hon 38 every man must have a predeterm1ned tiring
poalbion withinu the house. cvaptured buildings are invariably

shelled by the enemy,

20.

21
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16. OUnece an objJective has“bepn talen bne lCdde" e]emcﬂt

et o e

NESESPENEY RO e
oz e - 5

Mw . . ST
must be reiniorced WLLhout dolay. ‘thig is egpecially true it

the obgectlve reyulires a Larger Torce than the capturing unit
to adequately defend it. whe enemy will execute deep, lanking
countterattbacks to cut off any means of reinforcements; and at
the same time launch a strong frontal attack to reguain the lost

position.
17, if a small unit 1s to operate 500 to LODO yards in

[ e
front of the next ﬂupgortlng unit 3eberveo muut be brougnt up

FETRAPEPRE CF PSS SRR UL S
ot i e

close enough so Lhdb the enemy cannot possibly cuL the route

P2 il

of approach to the objective,

18, Ground once galned must be held.

R e 2 T A e

g AR5

19. rhe T/O isg lHQUEllGlth ioruezgsudliﬂﬁvai_wgundcd

in mountain warfare.

20, Lt i mogh bSSOﬂLLdl fOT orricerﬂ and non=coms to

Rl i gt 5 14— 7T L, Ve At A

have & baHiC ﬂnowlooge or cartillery and arti {Lisyy Tire adjust-

inezrt.
et SR

21l. iMneny weapons and material muut be dcbtroyed upon
capture 1f evacuat1on JS EE smlbie.

28. ammanition and LguiuHenb nmust never be Cnrown &vay.

B O S S

25. Urders musL be obe yed even 11 thoy augear bo be sense-

| e gt i 7

legs. Udhere iu roag son oenlnd every one o# them. rgailure to

PSR

obey may lead to the sulTering of others

24, the traininﬁ ol QmaLL units tor ndeocndent aeblon
ety s e ST ST A T PR A RE T T L g, T T e T o TR "

is very ﬂeCE“;uELI‘y.

Ton, UfOﬂtdi attacK uid be av01aea uniess they are
&Dsoluteiy enblaL to bhe success of the opesration.

26 . VTdCCLLdlLy aiL ics 0ns Learncd on tne Tigld of pattle

e T FTATR G R T PR

e R

g R e

@

only emphasl the teachlngs found 1n field manuals. Wvery itime

L G AN e BT V] A M P Y

a cardinal rule is brok a casualty resulis.
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